SADDLEBACK COLLEGE
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

MINUTES

January 19, 2012

The following members attended:
Kris Leppien-Christensen	Curriculum Chair
Pam Barr	Counseling & Special Programs
Cristy Brenner	Social & Behavioral Sciences
Jerilyn Chuman	Counseling & Special Programs
Rocky Cifone	Business Science
Ana Maria Cobos	Learning Resources
Barbara Cox	Business Sciences
Jody Cox	Math, Science, & Engineering
Steve Crapo	Kinesiology
Carolyn Danko	Health Sciences & Human Services
Tom DeDonno	Business Science 
Jennifer Forouzesh	Health Sciences
Lindsay Fox	Advanced Tech & Applied Science 
Carmenmara Hernandez-Bravo	Liberal Arts
Bruce Kinghorn	Social & Behavioral Sciences
Lesley Lowe	Emeritus 
Bart McHenry	Fine Arts 
Cliff Meyer	Advanced Tech & Applied Science
Ralph Meza	Articulation Officer
Donna Rane-Szostak	Health Sciences & Human Services 
Jim Repka	Math, Science, & Engineering
Steve Robertson				Fine Arts
Vito-Leonardo Scarola	Fine Arts
Basil Smith	Liberal Arts
Don Taylor	Advanced Tech & Applied Science
Dan Walsh	Senate President
Jim Wright					Math, Science & Engineering

Absent
Don Busché	Vice President of Instruction 
Jeffrey Clark	Liberal Arts
Jennifer Higginson	Physical Education/Kinesiology
Tony Lipold	Kinesiology
Sandy Marzilli	Emeritus
Kevin O’Connor	Liberal Arts and Learning Resources
Barbara Tamialis	Social & Behavioral Sciences
Karla Westphal	Math, Science, & Engineering

Minutes of December 1, 2011
A motion was made, seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.

Agenda
Kris Leppien-Christensen announced that item number seven, the Health Sciences information item, needed to pulled from the agenda and would be brought back for consideration at a future date.
A motion was made, seconded, and the agenda was unanimously approved.

Public Comments
Bart McHenry asked whether there was an update regarding deans’ voting status on the Committee; Kris Leppien-Christensen directed his attention to agenda item number 10.

Chair’s Report
Kris Leppien-Christensen noted that Accounting 600, which was previously approved by the Committee on November 10, 2011, has been pulled by the department from next year’s course offerings; it will come back for technical review in the fall.

He informed the committee that CIM was audited regarding their learning center hours and the department will not be receiving apportionment for the learning center. CIM is currently addressing the auditors’ concerns and additional CIM courses, beyond those presented for information at today’s meeting, will be brought to the Committee for consideration in upcoming weeks.

Kris briefly noted that the issue of DE lab sessions is currently being discussed and this issue will be addressed at a future meeting.

Finally, IVC is currently examining auditing as a way to address repeatability; Kris informed the Committee it is likely Saddleback will be asked to consider this as well. Jerilyn Chuman explained that this is problematic because Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS) funds can’t be used for auditing unless accommodations are being made for students with disabilities. Kris further noted that a problem with auditing in the past was that the cost to the student was sometimes less than the actual cost of the course. Saddleback hasn’t been asked to consider auditing as a means to address repeatability yet but the likelihood is this will happen in the near future.

Local Implementation for College Level Examination Program (CLEP) International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams – Action Item 
Ralph Meza briefly summarized his presentation from the December 1, 2011 meeting regarding the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges (ASCCC) recent approval of the CCC GE CLEP exam score equivalency list (accepted for CSU GE credit) and the CCC GE IB score equivalency list (accepted for CSU and IGETC credit). CLEP is only accepted by the California State University system and is not accepted by the University of California system.

Ralph provided Members with an updated handout and proposed that Saddleback adopt and implement these changes in line with the ASCCC’s recommendation; he noted that IVC already accepts CLEP exams. Approving CLEP would allow students who pass an equivalency exam to earn GE credit on courses for native degrees; equivalency, however, would not replace the course for the degree. Ralph explained that students would only receive area credit for the native pattern; students would have to petition for course credit. 

In addition to allowing students who have attended more than one California community college to earn GE credit, adopting these changes would designate Saddleback as a Servicemember Opportunity College (SOC); Ralph emphasized the importance of this “military friendly” designation to enlisted military and veteran students in selecting a community college.

Several concerns were raised by Members during discussion of this issue including: how a passing score is determined (what does a passing score of 50 actually represent?), whether a student was required to complete a course before taking a CLEP exam, how exams are administered, how the identity of the student taking the exam is verified, and how courses with labs are treated.

Kris Leppien-Christensen proposed tabling the issue in light of Members’ concerns. Pam Barr questioned what Committee approval of this item meant; Kris explained that if the Committee voted affirmatively that the issue would be forwarded to the Academic Senate for consideration. Ralph offered to do further research into the issues raised and bring his findings back to the Committee.

A motion was made, seconded, and it was unanimously approved to table this item.

CIM - Information Item
Kris Leppien-Christensen explained that CIM is planning to delete a number of courses that haven’t been offered in recent years and is proposing two new courses for the fall. However, while the Committee is currently being asked to consider approving CIM 600 and 601C, neither of these courses can currently be scheduled for the 2012-2013 academic year because CIM is out of numbers; this problem is currently being addressed by the department. Kris noted that a possible solution would be for CIM to cluster courses under a programming sequence so that courses could be renumbered.

Health Sciences - Information Item
This item was pulled from the agenda and will be brought back for information at a future meeting.

Advanced Technology & Applied Science (FASH 260) - Action Item
At the December 1, 2011 meeting FASH 260 was approved by the Committee with FASH 154 as a prerequisite; however, during technical review FASH 154 was presented as a recommended preparation. Kris Leppien-Christensen brought this to the Committee’s attention so that a correction can be made.

A motion was made, seconded, and the correction of FASH 154 as a recommended preparation to FASH 260 was approved.

Kinesiology (DANC 69 & 70)– Action Item
Dance has chosen to pull DANC 69 and 70, which were approved by the Committee at the December 1, 2011 meeting, from next year’s course offerings; the department is proposing to bring these back at a future date as special topics courses.

A motion was made, seconded, and approved.

Bylaws – Discussion Item
The Academic Senate’s decision in late 2011 to change the bylaws to revoke Deans’ voting rights on the Curriculum Committee was a subject of extensive discussion during the Committee’s December 1, 2011 meeting. Dan Walsh, Academic Senate President, was invited to today’s meeting to discuss the Senate’s reasoning behind the decision and the process the Senate followed.

Dan explained that the Learning Resources librarians had brought to the Senate’s attention their dean’s lack of representation on the Curriculum Committee; the Committee’s bylaws only provided for eight deans and there are currently nine deans, thereby leaving one division without representation. The Academic Senate explored revising the bylaws and three options were considered: 1) reducing the number of Deans on the Committee to three or four, 2) leaving the bylaws unchanged, thereby leaving one division without representation, or 3) allowing all nine Deans to sit on the Committee without voting rights. Dan noted that the third option had the most support among the Senators and was subsequently approved by a majority vote; he explained that this aligns Saddleback with other community colleges in the state, approximately half of which don’t grant Deans voting rights. He emphasized that there was never discussion or support in the Academic Senate to remove Deans from the Curriculum Committee.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Faculty Members expressed their concern regarding the process by which this change occurred and dissatisfaction with not having been consulted prior to a vote being held. They noted that Deans’ voting rights promoted cooperation and facilitation with Faculty and that Deans are involved in curriculum in a number of ways including the allocation of resources and scheduling. 

Dan Walsh explained that the decision to amend the bylaws wasn’t brought to the Committee for prior consideration out of concern that it would be uncomfortable for Faculty to speak freely in front of their Deans. He emphasized that curriculum is the responsibility of faculty and that while the input and advice of the Deans is valuable that their priorities are different than the faculty when it comes to curriculum. He noted that while the bylaw change revokes their voting rights it does not preclude Deans from continuing to participate in the business of the Committee as they remain members. Dan further explained that the decision to amend the bylaws was made at the Senate level because this change needed to be made by the faculty as a whole, and the Senate represents all faculty. Kris Leppien-Christensen reminded Members that the Educational Code gives the Academic Senate authority over curriculum and that the Curriculum Committee is a sub-committee of the Senate.

Faculty Members asked what recourse they have regarding the Senate’s decision. Dan explained that the Committee could bring their concerns to the Senate. Kris Leppien-Christensen proposed continuing the discussion at the next meeting; he offered to represent the Committee at the Senate and suggested that the Committee could draft their own revision of the bylaws and send them to the Senate for approval.

Certificate/Degree/STEM/AA/AS– Information Item
Kris Leppien-Christensen directed Members’ attention to the State Academic Senate’s definition of Associate Degrees which reads:

The Academic Senate resolved that associate degrees should be classified as follows:

	-Associate in Science (AS) should be used for any Science, Technology, Engineering, or Mathematics (STEM) field and career technical education (CTE) programs.

	-Associate in Arts (AA) should be used for everything else.

Kris explained that a previous accreditation team expressed concern regarding the large number of certificates and degrees and had noted the similarities across some programs. He recommended that the Committee consider adopting the resolution and forwarding it to the Academic Senate.

Repetition (SC to IVC Comparable Courses Spring 2012) – Information Item
The recently passed Three Strikes rule restricting California community college students to three opportunities (including withdrawals) to complete a course within a district is a pressing issue as enforcement of repetition begins during Summer 2012. Members are being provided a list today of comparable courses between Saddleback and IVC; courses highlighted in blue require special attention. Kris Leppien-Christensen requested that Members take this list back to their departments and faculty for review so that it can be considered at the February 2 meeting. The timeline is very tight with enforcement beginning soon and department chairs should meet with Ralph Meza. Ralph noted that not all Saddleback courses are on this list and Kris replied that the list can be revised going forward. Kris noted that this list is especially helpful in that it has revealed a few courses at IVC that are UC transferable while the Saddleback version is not. Dan Walsh added that for programs moving toward transferability that course identifiers are important.

Taxonomy – Information Item
Members have been provided a copy of the proposed 2012-2013 Taxonomy. They are being asked to review it for accuracy. This list is affected by the creation of new certificates and degrees so if your department is making future plans please notify the Curriculum Office as soon as possible even if the paperwork isn’t due for some time.

Certificates and Degrees – Information Item
Members have been provided a list of occupational skills awards, certificates, and degrees that have been deleted, reactivated, or are new for 2012-2013. They are being asked to review this information.

Announcements
The next Curriculum Meeting is on February 2, 2012.

Special Topics and DE courses for Summer 2012 are due to the Curriculum Office by January 27, 2012.

Spring ’12 2nd 8-week DE courses are due to the Curriculum Office by February 3, 2012.

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 4:04 p.m.

