SADDLEBACK COLLEGE
CURRICULUM COMMITTEE

MINUTES

September 1, 2011

The following members attended:
Kris Leppien-Christensen	Curriculum Chair
Pam Barr	Counseling & Special Programs
Cristy Brenner	Social & Behavioral Sciences
Jerilyn Chuman	Counseling & Special Programs 
Rocky Cifone	Business Science
Jeffrey Clark	Liberal Arts
Ana Maria Cobos	Learning Resources 
Barbara Cox	Business Sciences 
Carolyn Danko	Health Sciences & Human Services
Patti Flanigan	Social & Behavioral Sciences
Lindsay Fox	Advanced Tech & Applied Science 
Carmenmara Hernandez-Bravo	Liberal Arts 
Elizabeth Horan	Learning Resources *Alternate Member
Tony Lipold	Kinesiology
Lesley Lowe	Emeritus 
Sandy Marzilli	Emeritus
Maria Mayzenet				Fine Arts & Media Technology
Bart McHenry	Fine Arts 
Cliff Meyer	Advanced Tech & Applied Science 
Ralph Meza	Articulation Officer
Kevin O’Connor	Liberal Arts and Learning Resources
Donna Rane-Szostak	Health Sciences & Human Services 
Jim Repka	Math, Science & Engineering
Steve Robertson				Fine Arts
Vito-Leonardo Scarola	Fine Arts
Don Taylor	Advanced Tech & Applied Science
Barbara Tamialis	Social & Behavioral Sciences
Karla Westphal				Math, Science & Engineering 
Jim Wright					Math, Science & Engineering

Absent
Don Busché	Vice President of Instruction 
Tom DeDonno	Business Science 
Dan Walsh	Senate President

Guest
Krista Fisher				Articulation

Minutes of May 5, 2011
A motion was made, seconded, and the minutes were unanimously approved.

Agenda
A motion was made, seconded, and the agenda was unanimously approved.

Public Comments
A request was made that updated calendar dates be posted online on the curriculum website; they are currently posted on CurricUNET and will be added to the curriculum website.


Public Comments, continued
Karla Westphal updated the Committee on the prayer litigation she had previously spoken about.

Spring 2012 Special Topics Courses - Information Item
Committee members can log into CurricUNET to view course outlines in advance of the September 15, 2011 meeting. 

Some outlines labeled as “first offering” may appear familiar; this is because they were previously offered and subsequently canceled. Therefore Spring 2012 will be their first offering.

The Committee will move to approve these courses during the September 15 meeting.

Spring 2012 DE Courses - Information Item
Kris informed the Committee that there are a limited number of DE courses awaiting approval as so many courses have previously been approved. The courses currently awaiting approval are those of new faculty members.

Fall 2011 C-2 and C-3 Courses Approved by Curriculum Chair, Distance Ed Chair, and Academic President during Summer - Information Item
Kris informed the Committee there are 4 C-2 courses and 4 C-3 courses that were approved during the summer with the expectation that they would be brought before the Committee for ratification.

A motion was made, seconded, and the courses were unanimously approved by the Committee.

Child Development AST - Information Item
Kris explained to the Committee that this will be the 4th transfer degree; Psychology and Sociology were approved over the summer and Speech is currently going through the approval process.

Departments are legally required to have a minimum of 18 units for a major. It is challenging to have more than 20 units because approximately 40 units are allocated for General Education CSU transfer requirements. Some programs are currently set up to be unit heavy which is not to the benefit of students wishing to transfer and has implications for improving the rates of degrees and certificates conferred as well as the transfer rate.  If a course can be double-counted it gives departments more flexibility.

For “high-unit” majors (i.e. science) an exception only applies after transfer. This will primarily affect Math and Engineering.

Kris proposed that departments explore revising degrees to evaluate how courses serve students and how they fit into transfer plans. It was noted that transfer schools do not ask if students have AA degrees.

Stand-Alone Course Training – Information Item
Kris announced that stand-alone course training will be offered at the September 15, 2011 meeting so that the Committee will be certified to approve individual courses.



Stand-Alone Course Training – Information Item, continued
A question was raised regarding whether Committee Members who have completed training in the past must participate in the training again. Kris replied that at the Curriculum Institute during Summer 2011 it was not required but it was recommended.

A suggestion was made that the training be offered at the conclusion of the meeting so that those Members who are already certified can be excused.

Catalog Changes – Information Item
Previous catalogs stated “completion of 18 units and a minimum of 60 units including the general education requirements” qualified students for a degree; this led to confusion that there were 18 unit degrees which was problematic because many degrees were not approved by the Chancellor’s office for 18 units.

A Committee Member noted that the College has been awarding 18 unit degrees for approximately 42 years.

The catalog language was changed to read “complete a minimum of 60 units including the total number of units described above and the general education requirements.”

A Committee Member noted that according to the 2020 report that the College is supposed to be increasing the number of certificates and degrees awarded.

Barbara Cox observed that many students take courses for state licensure but don’t necessarily apply for a degree. She noted Business Sciences increased efforts last year to encourage students to apply for degrees and successfully increased their numbers from 10-12 degrees awarded per year to approximately 80.

A Committee Member proposed that the process for awarding degrees be made more student-friendly. One Member questioned why students have to apply for certificates rather than conferral being automatic once the student has fulfilled the requirements. Rocky questioned whether anyone was working with IT on a certificate audit component. Another Member questioned why the shopping cart does not recommend to students that “students who took course X also took course Y” or “class X is full but class Y meets this requirement.” 

A suggestion was made that tiered certificates, whereby students would earn 3 20-unit certificates, be considered thereby allowing students to work towards a goal while making tangible progress along the way.

Repeatability (Limitation on Enrollment in Credit Courses) – Discussion Item
Kris explained that repetition and repeatability are different.

Limits on repetition are mandated by the State for apportionment. Beginning Spring 2012, students who have received a W or a substandard grade (D, F, or NP) are permitted to attempt to complete a course a maximum of three times. If they exhaust their 3 attempts the student is locked out and can’t enroll again unless approved by petition. Most people are not aware that this is a district-wide limitation and that the student would have to complete the course in another district.

Repeatable classes can be taken up to 4 times; they include those in Fine Arts, Kinesiology, and those promoting skill development. The language on repeatable courses has been removed and has not been finalized.

Announcements
The next Curriculum Meeting is scheduled for September 15, 2011.


Announcements, continued
Fall 2011 2nd 8-week DE courses are due to the Curriculum Office on Tuesday, September 6.

2012-2013 Taxonomy changes are due to the Curriculum Office on or before October 14, 2011.

CSU/IGETC are due to Articulation by October 20, 2011.

Fall 2011/Spring 2012 Curriculum and GE Meeting Schedule is Attached.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m.
4



