Mathematics Department
09/2005
	I.
	II. 
	III. 
	IV. 
	V. 

	Mission Statement
	SLO’s
	Assessment Methods
	Assessment Results
	Use of Results

	The math department will

a. Provide classes that allow students to bring their basic math skills to the level required for the Associate Degree, vocational programs, and/or transfer.

b. Provide classes that give students the math skills necessary for upper-division work in math and math-related fields.  

	Students taking non-transfer level classes will:

1.  Master basic arithmetic.

2. Demonstrate proficiency in algebra.

3. Demonstrate proficiency in graphing.

4. Demonstrate proficiency in applications (word problems).

Students taking transfer-level classes will:

1. Demonstrate proficiency in algebra.

2. Demonstrate proficiency in graphing.
3. Demonstrate proficiency in applications (word problems).

4. Demonstrate proficiency in abstract thought.
	All SLO’s will be assessed using the following methods:

1.  At the end of each academic year, the department will meet to pinpoint areas of concern, placing particular emphasis on observed problems with students who were not adequately prepared to progress to more advanced courses.

2.  Each academic year, the department will select a specific problem-type in each area and choose n instructors to measure the percentage of students demonstrating proficiency in that area.  The numbers generated during the first academic year will serve as a base-line to be used for comparison in future years.  The instructors may measure proficiency using either embedded testing or a separate test.  (This flexibility, we feel, is essential to ensure that the process of measuring learning not get in the way of the learning itself.)
	
	


