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	To foster both the personal and professional growth and success of our students through the teaching of communication theory and the practical application of skills.


	1. Students completing Speech 1 (a cornerstone class): Communication Fundamentals will assert reduced levels of public speaking apprehension.


	1. A Public Speaking Apprehension Assessment survey will be administered to enrolled students at the beginning and end of the semester by faculty teaching Speech 1 in Spring 2006.  Success means that at least 70% of our students will move at least one category on the national PRPSA scoring scale when the entrance assessment score is compared with the exit assessment score.  In other words, at least 70% of our students will be described as experiencing less anxiety about public speaking than they did at the beginning of the semester. 


	1. The mean score for the PRPSA pre-test was 110.74 (111).  The mean score for the PRPSA post- test was 99.79 (100).  These scores represent a move from the “moderately high anxiety” category (range of score being 111-119) to the “moderate anxiety” category (range of score being 93-110).  Our sample size was 53 paired samples due to the fact that one class did not participate in the post testing so we lost those students in pairing.  


	1. The sample size was small; however, the department is still encouraged by the current results following our first attempt to measure pre and post levels of students’ public speaking apprehension.  Consequently, we will retest again next year utilizing a larger sample size.  This will allow for more accurate results with regard to assessing if and to what degree our students’ levels of public speaking apprehension are reduced.  For now, however, we can point towards saying the class is having a positive effect in lowering a student’s anxiety in public speaking.  Also, we’re not sure if 70% of our students moved one category on the PRPSA, but the numbers show that this is indeed the case.  Next year, we will revisit the 70% target and how to assess if that percentage is being met.  



Use a new page for each outcome.
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