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	Saddleback College’s goal is to “provide a comprehensive, broad range of high-quality courses and programs to enable students to pursue their educational objectives and career goals.

The ESL program is a comprehensive and flexible program dedicated to helping non-native English speakers achieve their diverse goals – be they academic, vocational, and/or personal growth—by providing accessible courses to improve students’ language skills and increase cultural awareness.


	Students in ESL 335 (Intermediate Reading and Writing I) will demonstrate increased proficiency in basic level paragraph writing.
	Judged on a holistic scale looking at content, language, organization, and mechanics, a pre and post test administered in spring 2008 will demonstrate that 70% of the students in ESL 335 show an increase in basic level paragraph writing.
	Only five of the students from the ESL 335 target course took both the pre- and post-test.  They were given a prompt on which to write at the beginning and end of the semester, and each response was rated by a group of raters in the same rating session.  Scores ranged from a low of 2- up to a high of 5 (no 1s were given; and no 5+s were given).  Combining the scores of four raters, a sample could receive a score in the range of 16 to 56.  

All five students improved on the holistic assessments of their writing.  The five resulting increases were the following: 

37 to 51; 

40 to 56;

33 to 36;

23 to 32; and

39 to 48.
	We were pleased to see that all five of the students improved.  Obviously an improvement of 16 points was better than an improvement of 3.  Writing is a difficult skill to develop, so we might in the future look at more specific features rather than holistic scores.  We also will want to assess a larger number of students.  We can do this be eliminating our pre-test and just scoring an semester-final test that assesses components of our learning objectives.


Use a new page for each outcome.
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