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	Political Science Department Mission:
The Saddleback College Political Science program  is dedicated to promoting student success, fostering intellectual growth, promoting the general education goals of the College in two ways: 

first, by providing students with  an understanding of the workings of American politics; and second, by providing baccalaureate-level courses for students working toward transfer in political science, pre-law, and related majors.
College Goal Most Relevant:

Provide a comprehensive, broad range of high-quality courses and programs to enable students to pursue their educational objectives and career goals.


	1.  Students who participate in the Political Science program as part of their general education requirements will identify and analyze the basic structure of American government, its institutions processes and outcomes.
2. Students completing the Political Science major will be able to examine the nature of political ideologies and their roles in contemporary politics.

3. Students completing the Political Science major will be able to discuss, evaluate and apply the analytical methods of comparative politics to contemporary governments and political structures.

4. Students completing the Political Science major with the Honors option will be able to compare and contrast various classical works (in translation) of political theory in a historical context.


	1. Randomly selected students in PS1: Intro. to American Government will complete an objective, ungraded test of 10 questions during their final exam. Questions will be randomly selected from a bank written by and approved by consensus of the Saddleback College political science faculty. 
[Topics shall include political parties, interest groups, representative government, federalism, the system of checks and balances, the bureaucracy and executive, legislative, and judicial branches, but (due to randomization) not all topics may appear on all tests.]  70% of the students should achieve a score of 70%.
2. In a portfolio “journal” or a series of essays over the course of the semester PS4: Introduction to Political Science, students will characterize the dominant political ideologies and discuss examples of their impact on current practice.

3. In a term paper or series of essays in PS 12, Introduction to Comparative Politics, students will construct comparative analyses of contemporary governments and political structures. A majority of students will score 70% or more when using a rubric for assessment.
4. In a term paper or series of essays, PS10 (H): Introduction to Political Theory students will compare, contrast, and critique central themes of political philosophers of antiquity, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment, and the industrial era.  A majority of the students will have positive scores using a rubric for assessment.
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