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	The primary purpose of the psychology program at Saddleback College is to provide a comprehensive introduction to the science of psychology for both students whose major is psychology and those taking psychology courses to fulfill general education requirements.


	Upon completion of Introductory Psychology, students should be able to:

1) Compare and Contrast the major theoretical perspectives in psychology.

2) Differentiate psychology from pseudoscience.

3) Demonstrate knowledge of basic research methods for gathering and evaluating data.

4) Apply the principles of psychology to the diverse world in which they live.
	The following method and criteria for success will be used to assess the student learning outcomes (of corresponding number ) at the time of  Introductory Psychology final exams.

1) Multiple choice test questions will be administered that require students to compare and contrast the theoretical perspectives in psychology. 70% of all students tested should score correctly on each of these questions.

2) Multiple choice test questions will require students to differentiate psychology from pseudoscience. 70% of all students tested should score correctly on each of these questions.

3) Multiple choice test questions will require students to demonstrate a knowledge of basic research methods for gathering and evaluating data. 70% of all students tested should score correctly on each of these questions.
	Students scored less than 70% on multiple choice questions that comprised each of the three categories at the left.

Scores were:

1) 47%
2) 45%
3) 25%
	Measures will be taken to  ensure that course content is standardized so that 70% of all students tested should score correctly on these items. Additionally, incentives will be discussed with all Psychology 1 instructors to ensure that students are properly motivated to perform well on future assessments to ensure that assessments adequately reflect student learning outcomes.
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