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	The Philosophy Department promotes intellectual growth by applying a critical and analytic method to fundamentals of knowledge from a variety of cultural perspectives.  Using traditional philosophical  literature, students will be exposed to diverse views which provide underpinnings for all knowledge.  


	1. Students who complete a course in Philosophy will demonstrate a command of critical thinking skills as well as analytical evaluation.
2. Students who complete a course in Philosophy will be able to apply an appropriate critical reasoning method to a variety of philosophical theories.

3.  Students who complete a Philosophy course will be able to apply and adapt philosophical theories to social issues.
	1.  The students who complete Philosophy I (the cornerstone course) will show command of critical thinking and analytic evaluation by scoring correctly at least 70% of the questions on an objective exam, or scoring at least 70% on a written exam or on a substantial (at least 4-5 pages) paper using an instructor devised measurement. 

2.  At the end of the semester, the students completing a Philosophy course will score at least 70% on either an objective exam or a substantial paper (at least 4-5 pages) applying critical reasoning in one of more of the following concept areas:  epistemology, metaphysics, value theory, social philosophy and/or philosophy of mind using an instructor devised measurement.

3.  Students completing a philosophy course will successfully demonstrate the adaptation of philosophical theories to social issues by earning at least 70% on either an objective exam or a substantial paper (at least 4-5 pages) using an instructor devised measurement. 
	1.  Of the students who completed Philosophy 1 fall semester 2006, 85.7% showed command of critical evaluation by scoring correctly on at least 70% of the questions on an objective exam or on a substantial paper.  Students were tested on logic, the Greek notion of hamartia, and/ or metaphysics and epistemology including Western and Asian perspectives.
2.  At the end of fall semester 2006, 86.1% of students who completed a Philosophy 1 course scored at least 70% on either an objective exam or a substantial written paper.  These measurements included a critical analysis of the foundations of knowledge (epistemology) and the identification of logical fallacies and verification and strength of an argument.

3.  At the end of the fall semester 2006, 84.8% of students who completed Philosophy 1 scored at least 70% on either an objective exam or through completion of a substantial written essay showing the ability to apply and adapt philosophical theories to social issues.  The essay assignment was a problem solving essay and the objective exam included questions discussing personal freedom and moral responsibility.
	1.  These results show that overall Philosophy 1 students are able to demonstrate a command of critical thinking as well as show analytical evaluation skills.  The Philosophy department will continue this SLO for another two semesters in order to more specifically define this SLO.
2.  Clearly the students who complete a Philosophy 1 course are demonstrating the ability to apply critical reasoning methods to a variety of philosophical theories.  The Philosophy department will continue this measurement for at least two more semesters to continue to work towards a more universal application of this SLO.
3.  The Philosophy Department will continue with this measurement for at least two more semesters to continue the work of defining and applying this SLO to the curriculum.
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