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	Student Learning Outcomes:  

Improving Teaching and Learning



Reading Department SLOs
Academic Year 06-07
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	Expanded Statement of Institutional Purpose
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	Assessment Method and Criteria for Success
	Assessment Results
	Use of Results

	The college will “Provide necessary developmental, remedial, and basic skills instruction so that students may be successful in their chosen course of study.”
 The Saddleback      College Reading Department is dedicated to facilitating student achievement and academic success by providing courses that increase and enhance reading proficiency in meeting the challenges of college coursework.


	1. English 340 students will be able to identify the main idea (both stated and implied) in various reading passages,

2. Students will be able to demonstrate  their ability to use inference skills.
3. Students will increase their comprehension skills when reading expository material.

4. Students will enhance their college level vocabulary at the denotative and connotative levels.

 
	1.  At the close of Fall semester, 80% of   English 340 students will be able to identify the main idea in a variety of paragraphs and short essays, scoring 75% or above on a departmental objective reading test.

2. At the close of Fall semester, 80% of English 340 students will be able to recognize the correct inferences in short paragraph and essay selections, scoring 75% or above on a departmental reading test.

3a. 75% of the students who successfully complete a “lecture” type reading class (with a C or better) will score at or above the 9th grade equivalency level on the post- comprehension subtest of the Nelson Denny.

3b.  75% of the students who successfully complete a “lecture” type reading class will demonstrate an increase of 1-3 years grade equivalency in reading comprehension from pre- to post-test.

4a.  75% of the students who successfully complete a traditional reading class will score at or above the 9th grade equivalency level on the post- vocabulary subtest of the Nelson-Denny.

4b. 75% of the students who successfully complete a “lecture” type reading class will demonstrate an increase of 1-3 years in vocabulary grade equivalency from pre- to post-test.


	1. The Fall 06 semester yielded 75% (1154 out of a possible 1535) correct responses to identifying the main idea on the departmental reading test. However, in analyzing the various questions the results were as follows: 68% correct responses to #1, 90% to #2, 65% to #3. 61% to #4, and 93% to #9
(see attachment).
2. Of the total number of correct responses to inference questions (1535), actual correct student responses were just 61%.  Further analysis of each item resulted in: 75% correct responses to #4, but only 58% to #5, 57% to #6, 55% to #8, and 60% to #10. 
3 & 4. Once again. during the fall 06 and the spring 07 semester, the department continued with pre- and post- testing for SLOs 3 and 4 which were carried over from the last academic year.  

Student scores were uploaded into another temporary  database using the new Parscore System.   Because of malfunctions with the system, we were once again unable to open the data that we needed to evaluate the pre/post test scores.

	1.  Although we did receive 75% correct answers   to the total number of main idea questions, we believed we needed to assess the students again due to the wide range of possibly correct answers to the questions.  We made several changes to clarify the questions so as to better demonstrate our goal of having students score 75% or above on a main idea assessment:
a)  We added a third reading selection (a total of 8 questions rather than 5) in order to more easily assess the desired 75% success rate (6 of 8 correct would yield 75%).
b) We revised some items in the assessment that were ambiguously written and could prove  unclear to 340 students.

c) We provided instructors with additional time to integrate the test within their classes and insisted all instructors use the test as a graded activity.

d) We provided instructors with practice reading selections  (passages similar to the type found in the assessment) to use in the classroom for discussion if desired.

We administered the test again at the end of spring semester and found that our scores went down slightly with a group overall score of 72%.This was below our desired goal of 75% correct responses.  We did, however, achieve the 75% goal in the fall.

2. Because the results found on the assessment indicated that we were not achieving our goal of having nearly all of our 340 students score 75% or higher in using inference, we determined that we would have to assess our students again.  To raise our student achievement, we made several changes:

a. We revised our test instrument by adding an additional selection, enabling us to more easily assess a 75% success rate. (6 or 8 would yield 75%)
b. We revised several test items that were ambiguous and which could prove unclear to 340 students.
c. We provided instructors with additional time to integrate the assessment within their classroom and insisted that all instructors use the test as a graded activity.
d. We provided instructors with practice reading selections (similar to the types of passages found on the assessment) to use within the classroom is desired.
We administered the assessment again at the end of spring semester and found that our scores did significantly improve, from the group overall score of 61% in the fall to a score hovering around 75% (74.47%).  
3 & 4. As we do each semester, the department has continued to pre- and post-test  students’ comprehension and vocabulary grade equivalents. 

Unfortunately, we still have not been able to find a software program that can analyze the results of this testing.  

Fall 06 the college will be purchasing Parscore and Class Climate; it is hoped that once the college researchers along with Scantron company can adjust the software to meet the department’s needs, we will finally be able to secure the database as well as a means to analyze the pre and post testing results.

The Reading Department will continue collecting data for pre and post- assessment and plan to work on these SLOs for the 07-08  academic year.
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