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	Saddleback College Mission:
1. Provide a
comprehensive broad range of high quality

courses and programs to

enable students to pursue their educational objectives and career goals.

2. Provide a meaningful 

general education program 

including baccalaureate-level curricula.
Program Mission
1. Prepare students with 

The knowledge, skills, and hands-on experience needed for entry-level and advanced employment in the ornamental horticulture and landscape industries.

2. Provide general

education and lower division transfer 

courses in Horticultural Sciences.


	2    Students completing the general Education course, Hort 20, Introduction to Horticultural Science, will gain significant

understanding in the

areas of plant growth

and cultural requirements

	2  A five-question, multiple

 choice pre-test will be given to students of Hort 20 during the first two weeks of the semester.  This test will consist of questions from five separate academic topics selected from the lecture material to be given during the semester.  The identical questions will be embedded into the final exam.
Improvement will be assessed as a minimum level of final performance on the selected questions. 
a. The projected average class score on the pre-test is 30-40% correct responses.  This will be measured at the start of the semester and recorded.   
b. The criterion for success has been set as a course average of 70% for the post-test.  This is the percentage needed to receive a C in the class and was selected because grades of D and F are considered unsuccessful for purposes of Program Review.  
	2  Five multiple choice

questions (with four choices each) were administered to 9 sections of Hort 20 with total enrollment of 405 students still enrolled by the pre-test.  The questions are attached.
a.  PRE-TEST: On the pre-test, given during the first 2 weeks of class,  the percentage correct for each of the questions was determined as well as the overall average for all questions:

Question 1. 34%

Question 2. 35%

Question 3. 42% 

Question 4. 40%

Question 5. 47%

Overall Pre-Test Score:  38% (of 447 students)

The number of students who answered at least 3 pre-test questions correctly (60% or higher) was 52 or 12% of the class.

b.  POST-TEST: For the post-test, the percentage correct for each of the questions was determined as well as the overall average for all questions:

Question 1. 70%

Question 2. 80%

Question 3. 81% 
Question 4. 76%

Question 5. 72%

Overall Post-Test Score:  76% (of 405 students)

The number of students who answered at least 3 questions correctly (60% or higher) was 385 or 95% of the class.

Forty-two students fewer participated in the post-test than the pre-test.

	2  The results for the pre- and post-tests will be reported to the faculty for discussion and consideration of methods to improve these scores (even though the recorded 76% surpassed the criterion for success).  
The results for each instructor’s section(s) were returned for individual consideration. 
All results will be reviewed by the Horticulture 20 faculty as a group at the Fall 2007 in-service.  While there was improvement on all embedded question, the faculty will consider whether there are topics that prove more difficult for the students and, if so, how this can be addressed in the classroom.
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