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	The primary mission of the Department of History at Saddleback College is to create an environment that fosters intellectual curiosity and academic maturity.  Part of that mission is to provide students with analytical tools that provide historical perspective, allow for analysis of the complexity of the past, and encourage opportunities for expression in, and beyond, our history courses.


	Students will learn methodologies common to professional historians (including research, critical analysis, and synthesis), and will be able to investigate, differentiate, and synthesize historical artifacts:
1. Students will learn what constitutes historical evidence.

2. Students will recognize differences between primary and secondary sources.

3. Students will be able to evaluate the significance of evidence.

4. Students will develop the ability to use evidence in the construction of historical argument.
	Student learning will be assessed through instructor observation.  Instructors will observe some or all of the following: student attendance, participation in class discussions, writing assignments, and test performance.  Instructors will evaluate students’ historical conclusions, recognition of sources, and the use of evidence in constructing historical arguments.  Each and every student who improves their ability to investigate, differentiate, and synthesize historical artifacts, as observed by the instructor, will be considered a success.
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