Associated Student Government

Saddleback College

Senate Minutes

Thursday, November 5, 2009 

1:30 pm, SSC 211C

Call to Order 

Waylae Gregoire, Chair of Senate, called the meeting to order at 1:45 PM.

Roll Call

	Vice President of Senate 
	Waylae Gregoire 
	Present

	ATAS
	Kinga Rutynowski 
	Present

	At-Large Students and Emeritus 
	Saead Ghods 
	Present

	Business Science 
	Gerardine Montebon 
	Present

	Counseling Services 
	Kiyan Yazdi 
	Present

	Fine Arts 
	Adam Williams 
	Present

	Health Sciences
	Laura Chapman 
	Present

	Kinesiology & Athletics 
	Matt Owens 
	Late at 1:55 PM

	Liberal Arts 
	Whitney Florian 
	Absent

	Library & Learning Resources 
	Matt Douraghi 
	Absent

	Math, Science, & Engineering 
	
	

	International Students 
	Marissa Geer 
	Present

	Social & Behavioral Sciences 
	Soulmaz Zarea 
	Present

	Student Services 
	Erik Arndt 
	Present

	Veterans Affairs 
	Samantha Patla 
	Present

	Secretary of Senate 
	Sameen Ahmadnia 
	Absent

	Chancellor of the Exchequer (Advisory) 
	Asha Vaswani 
	Present

	Ambassador of DSC (Advisory) 
	Jessica Ochoa 
	Present

	Chief Justice of the Judiciary (Advisory) 
	Mike Thongsuk 
	Present

	President (Advisory)
	Delainey Taylor
	Present


Public Comments

Members of the public may address the ASG Senate on any item that is within the subject matter of the ASG Senate. Items on the Agenda may be addressed at this time. Speakers are limited to two minutes each. For the purpose of public comments, the public is considered members of the ASSC.

Justin of the Inter-Club Council presented the joint Five Minute Project and Rachel's Challenge Chain Link project, where he invited all members of ASG to document random acts of kindness on slips of cardstock, which will then be linked together to form a giant chain link decoration to be displayed in the ASG Room. He encourages complete participation.

Marissa Geer informed the council that tomorrow night, November 6, at 5:00 PM, Commerce Committee members will be selling Fun Cards out in front of Saddleback Lanes, and then bowling as a group afterward. She suggested that those that wish to volunteer their time must “rent” 25 cards from Erin Long to sell at the event.

Waylae Gregoire, Chair of Senate, thanked everyone for attending the ASG General Assembly. As for the status of the ASG Refrigerator, Evan Burbridge, Vice President of ICC, has a free refrigerator for our usage. Waylae mentioned that he will be inspecting the refrigerator to assist him in decision-making, and will be updating the council on future progress regarding the matter. He also polled Senate members to find out whether or not they felt monthly all-ASG meetings were necessary. There was a general consensus: most felt that these all-ASG meetings were vital, however, meeting duration was a recurring issue.

Officer Reports

Approval of the Minutes

Waylae Gregoire moves to approve the minutes with corrections without objection. There is no objection, so the motion unanimously passes.

Old Business

I. Review of Last Meeting

1. Allocation of Funds: Interfaith Council Event – $1500.00.

Funding was not allocated to the Interfaith Council Event – further discussion was recommended within the group by Senate via majority vote.

2. Allocation of Funds: Student Services- $324.00

Senate voted via majority vote to allocate funds back to the Student Services account due to a discrepancy regarding Knott's Berry Farm ticket sales.

New Business

1. Allocation of Funds: Social Events Committee – $500.00

Madina Olomi presents Movie Night, a free event for the students of Saddleback College and the general public. The event is to be held on December 6, 2009, from 6 to 9 P.M, and will include live entertainment from local musicians and student bands. Asha informs the council that our current contract with the Cafeteria gives a credit of $5,000 total for ASG to use toward food/beverage purchases. Funds would be applied towards the purchase of an inflatable screen and coffee and tea for the concession stand. Soulmaz Zarea moves to allocate $500.00 to the Movie Night event. Marissa Geer seconds the motion. The motion is called to question. All were in favor, none opposed, so the motion to allocate funds passes unanimously.

2. Public Relations Committee/ASG Website Presentation

Adam Williams presents the Public Relations Committee he has co-founded with Melissa Fenerci of the Events Cabinet. Thus far, they have created a new logo for ASG, along with a website, www.saddlebackasg.com. He explains that ASG itself needs to be represented and publicized, and to help the general student population understand the function, meaning, and future plans of ASG. Through flyers, the website, the Lariat, and various media resources, he hopes to improve communication between the students and members of ASG, seeing as we are a direct representation of the needs and goals of the students. This committee is to be an extension of the Secretary of Publicity position on the Events Cabinet. A Public Relations Committee meeting is to be held next Thursday at 4 PM.

3. Turkey Drive Announcement/Update

Sonia Vaswani, Secretary of Events on the Events Cabinet, presents the Turkey Drive project to Senate members. She states that for the next two weeks, she will be collecting canned goods and various food items to donate to underprivileged families. The goal of the Turkey Drive is to supplement at least 25 families for Thanksgiving. Sonia mentions that all who are interested in participating may help collect food items at local grocery stores in the near future, dates TBA, for Event Hours. She will be sending emails with further information to all members of ASG.

4. Senate Events Discussion

Waylae Gregoire initiates discussion on two Senate events discussed at previous meetings: the all-ASG Dodgeball Tournament and the Townhall Meeting. There is currently a work order for a podium, stage, and tables to possibly use for Townhall. There is to be a rotative succession in regard to discussion items, and Senators will be explaining the goals, function, and future plans of ASG, and the discussion will then deviate to an open question session where student participants can speak their mind on various issues such as smoking, parking, student lounge space, the effects of the budget cuts, classes, etc. Miscellaneous questions will be entertained also. Food and beverage considerations included Costco and the Pepsi Company, and it was agreed that something manageable such as pizza could be provided at the event. As for beverages, current contracts with Pepsi could allow for Senate to receive free drinks in exchange for the promotion of the company. Townhall cannot be held in the SSC Quad due to sound constraints, so location is still being decided upon; however, an event time span of 10 AM to noon was agreed upon, and the event itself is to occur on November 24, 2009.

5. Advisor Notes

Audra DiPadova, ASG Advisor, encourages all members of ASG to join the Strategic Planning Committee. She mentions that doing this is a great opportunity; it can be used as an impressive supplement for resumes, and that there are a variety of options to be involved in, such as educational planning, marketing, etc. The purpose of this committee is to develop plans and main goals for the college over the next three years.  More information is to be sent out via email, but meetings are projected to occur every Tuesday or every other Tuesday into the Spring 2010 semester.

6. Adjournment

Adam Williams moves to adjourn the meeting. Matt Douraghi seconds the motion. Called to question. All were in favor, none opposed, so the motion to adjourn the meeting at 3:15 PM passes.
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