Saddleback College, Spring 2009

HISTORY 16: History of the United States to 1876 (Ticket #14080)

TIME/LOCATION: TTh 12:00 – 1:20pm in BGS 352


INSTRUCTOR: Jon Mochizuki

E-MAIL: jmochizuki@saddleback.edu

VOICE MAIL: (949) 582-4900 (x7223)

Welcome!  History 16 is an introduction to major movements, themes and issues in the history of the United States to 1876.  Through lectures, discussion, readings, and other media, we will cover the period that begins with the contact between European explorers and indigenous North Americans and ends with Reconstruction.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completing this course, you will be able to:

1. Identify causal and thematic connections among major events and developments in the history of the United States to 1876.

2. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources.

3. Evaluate interpretations of various topics in this period of American history by assessing historians’ use of primary source evidence to create persuasive arguments.

4. Apply the analytic categories of race, class, and gender to the study of U.S. history.

5. Relate America’s historical past to present-day political, cultural, and social concerns.

READINGS

The following books are required and available for purchase at the Bookstore:

· Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty!  An American History, Volume 1 (Seagull Edition) (W.W. Norton, 

ISBN 0-393-92782-2) 

· Thomas Paine, Common Sense (Dover, ISBN 0-486-29602-4)

· Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Dover, ISBN 0-486-41931-2)

There will be additional short readings (usually passed out during class).

ASSIGNMENTS

Required Assignments (with grade percentages):

1. Midterm Exam (25%)

2. Final Exam (35%)

3. Two Reaction Papers (10% each)

4. Participation (20%) – Attendance, class conduct/participation, written homework and in-class assignments

· Please see the attached Schedule for due dates.

· Assignments must be completed by the beginning of class on the due date.

· No late work will be accepted.

· Attendance: Keep track of your attendance.  After missing more than THREE (3) class meetings, each subsequent absence will result in a one-point deduction from your participation grade.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for learning about any announcements made, and material covered, during that meeting.

E-MAIL

It is your responsibility to activate your Saddleback e-mail account through MySite.  Using your MySite account, you can also forward messages from your Saddleback account to an e-mail account of your choice.

The best way to reach me is by e-mail at jmochizuki@saddleback.edu.  Please type in your class ticket number in the Subject box in all your e-mail messages to me. Be sure to identify yourself with your name at the end of each message.

I try to respond to messages within 24 hours, or by Monday if you send me your message on the weekend.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the course.
TIPS FOR SUCCEEDING IN THE CLASS

· Take notes – you should carefully record the important points covered in class, so that you can review the material for exams, or recall specific details to use in papers.

· Come prepared, and pay attention – do the assigned reading before you come to class, and review the reading in tandem with your notes after each class meeting. 

· Review the class material regularly, not just before the midterm and final – we are covering a large amount of material in History 16, so avoid cramming. 

· Bring your notes and the reading to be covered each week.

A FEW REMINDERS ABOUT CLASS CONDUCT

1. You can gain AND lose participation points based on your class conduct.

2. Get to class on time, and stay until class ends.  Getting to the classroom 15 minutes late, and leaving 10 minutes early, will not get you full attendance credit.  Being late and/or leaving early is distracting to me, and disrespectful to the other members of the class who are trying to pay attention.  I will be passing out a roll sheet at the beginning of each class meeting – if you arrive late and have to sign the sheet at the end of class, you will lose half of the daily attendance grade.  If you leave early, you will also lose half of the daily grade.  If your name is not on the roll sheet by the time I leave the classroom, you will not receive any attendance credit.

3. Please listen attentively when someone is addressing the class, and show mutual respect when responding to opposing viewpoints. 

4. Turn off all cellular phones and beepers, or put them in vibration mode.  Phone calls and texting are NOT allowed in class.  Please take off headphones and refrain from using any electronic devices, including laptops and messaging devices, during class time.

4. No eating or sleeping in class.

5. Please note: If I find your conduct during class is disruptive to either the rest of the class or to me, I will tell you.  If you continue such behavior, I will ask you to leave, and you will receive a score of "zero" for the day's attendance.

SPECIAL SERVICES

If you are working with Special Services this semester, please let me know immediately. 

CHEATING

Any student caught cheating will automatically FAIL the class.  The Dean of Student Services may take further disciplinary action.

Cheating includes, but is not limited to:

· Looking at another student's paper during an exam;

· Using any notes/electronic devices during an exam;

· Talking to another student about test material during an exam;

· Plagiarism: using someone else's words or ideas, or copying somebody else's work and presenting them as your own.

