History 72:

History of China

Instructor: James Seaman
Fall 2007

Email: jseaman@saddleback.edu
MW 10:30AM - 11:50, VIL 11-04

Voice Mail: 582-4900, x3605
Ticket: 21530

Webpage: http://socccd.blackboard.com


Course Description

History 72 is a survey of the history of China from the Ancient Era to the present.  Social, political, geographic, economic and cultural aspects of development will be covered.  The course is transferable to UC/CSU.

Course Structure and Requirements

We meet for an hour and a half, twice a week.  Typical classes will begin with a lecture, followed by a discussion of the primary source readings (handed out each week in class).  Students will break off into groups for a brief guided discussion of the readings before the class as a whole reassembles to discuss and analyze them together.  Be sure you have completed the readings for each session BEFORE class begins.

Formal evaluation will be determined as follows:

Midterm: 30%

Paper: 30%

Final: 30%

Participation: 10%

The midterm exam will be in multiple choice format, focusing on lectures and readings covered in weeks 1-8.  The final will be in the same format, but will cover material from weeks 8-16.  Please bring a Scantron form 882-E to both the midterm and final.  The paper will be a 4-7 page analysis of primary readings and lectures.  Paper topics will be handed out week 3.

Attendance and Decorum

Attendance is mandatory and will be taken each class.  Each meeting will be crucial in helping you do well on your exams and in writing your paper.  Of course if you do not attend class, you will also not be able to participate in discussion, which is 10% of your final grade.  If you are unable to attend a class due to emergency, it is very important that you contact me ahead of time, preferably by email.

Cell phones and pagers must be turned off in class.  No food is allowed during class (drinks are fine), and students are expected to do their part in keeping a clean classroom environment.

Required Readings

Textbook:  Morton and Lewis, China: Its History and Culture, (4th. ed., McGraw Hill, ISBN:0-07-141279-4)

Schedule

Week
Days
Topic
Readings

1
M 8/20

W 8/22
The Bronze Age: Shang and Western Zhou (1500-771 BCE)
Text: 5-28



2
M 8/27

W 8/29
Philosophers and Warring States Period

(770-256 BCE)
Text:  29-44



3
M 9/3: Holiday

W 9/5
The Bureaucratic State: Qin and Han

(256 BCE-200 CE)
Text: 45-70



4
M 9/10

W 9/12
Political Division 

(200-580)
Text: 71-80



5
M 9/17

W 9/19
Sui and Tang

(581-960)
Text: 81-97



6
M 9/24

W 9/26
Song, Liao, Xia, and Jin

(907-1276)
Text: 98-114



7
M 10/1

W 10/3
Mongol Rule: Yuan

(1215-1368)
Text: 115-122



8
M 10/8

W 10/10
Ming Dynasty (1368-1600)

Midterm exam (Wednesday 10/10)
Text: 123-136



9
M 10/15

W 10/17
Manchus and the Qing

(1600-1800)
Text: 137-147



10
M 10/22

W 10/24
Disorder and Decline (1800-1900)


Text: 148-174



11
M 10/29

W 10/31
Remaking China

(1900-1927)
Text: 175-190



12
M 11/5

W 11/7
War and Revolution

(1927-1949)
Text: 190-200



13
M 11/12: Holiday

W 11/14
The Communist Revolution

(1949-1965)
Text: 201-214



14
M 11/19

W 11/21
The Cultural Revolution and Aftermath

(1966-1978)

Paper due (Wednesday 11/21)
Text: 215-226



15
M 11/26

W 11/28
Deng Xiaoping and the Reform Era

(1978-1992)
Text: 227-241



16
M 12/3

W 12/5
The Party, China, and the Wider World

(1993-2003)
Text: 242-260








Final
W 12/12
Final exam, 10:15am-12:15


