History 16:

History of the United States to 1876

Instructor: James Seaman
Fall 2008 (Internet hybrid class)

Email: jseaman@saddleback.edu
T Th 12:00pm-1:20, BGS 146 

Voice Mail: 582-4900, x3605
Ticket:  10470 

Webpage: http://socccd.blackboard.com


Course Description

This course covers the history of the United States from its colonial origins through the period of the Reconstruction, in terms of cultural, economic, political, and social developments as influenced by geographical and cultural expansions and sectional conflicts.  

Course Structure and Requirements

We meet for an hour and a half, twice a week.  Typical classes will consist of a lecture with discussion interwoven.  Be sure you have completed the readings for each session before class begins.  Taking extensive lecture notes is the best avenue toward earning a good grade in this class.

Formal evaluation will be determined as follows:

Midterm: 30%

Online Assignments (5): 40%

Final: 30%

The midterm exam will be in multiple choice format, focusing on lectures and readings covered in weeks 1-6.  The final will cover materials we discussed in class weeks 7-13.  Please bring a Scantron form 882-E to both the midterm and final.  As this is a “hybrid” class (a mix of of traditional in-class lecture and online work), there will be 5 online writing assignments.  You must complete these online assignments to pass this course, so log on to this course's Blackboard website as soon as possible to familiarize yourself with the site and its format.  You can find this course's Blackboard component by going to either http://socccd.blackboard.com, http://www.saddleback.edu and clicking on the “Blackboard” button, or by going though your MySite link.

Attendance and Decorum

Attendance is mandatory and will be taken each class.  If you are unable to attend a class due to emergency, it is very important that you contact me ahead of time, preferably by email.  Cell phones,  pagers and iPods must be completly turned off in class (vibrate mode is still a distraction).  No food is allowed during class (drinks are fine), and students are expected to do their part in keeping a clean classroom environment.

Required Readings

Textbook: Berkin, Miller, Cherny and Gormly, Making America (5th ed., vol. 1)

Reader:  Boyer, Cleark, Kett et al, Enduring Voices (4th ed., vol. 1)

Atlas:  Maps.com, United States History Atlas (2005)

Schedule

Week
Days
Topic
Readings

1
T 9/16

Th 9/18
Contact, Conflict and Exchange in the Atlantic World to 1590
Text: 2-29

Reader: 1-54



Online Assignment #1

due 9/22


2
T 9/23

Th 9/25
Crisis and Change, 1675-1720
Text: 30-55

Reader: 55-72

3
T 9/30

Th 10/2
The Expansion of Colonial British America, 1720-1763
Text: 56-115

Reader: 72-86



Online Assignment #2

due 10/6


4
T 10/7

Th 10/9
Toward a More Perfect Union, 1783-1788
Text: 116-207 

Reader: 117-125

5
T 10/14

Th 10/16
The Federalist Republic, 1789-1799
Text:  116-207

Reader: 126-152



Online Assignment #3

due 10/20


6
T 10/21

Th 10/23
The New Republic Face a New Century
Text:  208-265

Reader: 153-178

7
T 10/28

Th 10/30
Midterm 10/28

Exploded Boundaries, 1815-1828
Text:  266-297

8
T 11/4

Th 11/6
The Years of Andrew Jackson, 1829-1836
Text:  298-365

Reader: 185-196



Online Assignment #4

due 11/12


9
Th 11/13
No class T 11/11

Panic and Boom, 1837-1845
Text:  298-365

Reader: 196-204

10
T 11/18

Th 11/20
Expansion and Reaction, 1846-1854
Text:  366-397

Reader: 205-213; 231-240

11
T 11/25

 
Broken Bonds, 1855-1861

No class Th 11/27
Text:  366-397; 241-254

Reader: 283-287



Online Assignment #5

due 12/1


12
T 12/2

Th 12/4
Blood and Freedom, 1863-1867
Text:  398-432

Reader: 305-336

13
T 12/9

Th 12/11
Reconstruction Abandoned, 1867-1877
Text: 434-465

Reader: 337-341






Final
T 12/16
Final Exam: 12:45-2:45pm


