History/Political Science 61

History and Politics of Russia: Soviet Period to the Present

	Instructor: James Seaman
	Fall 2009

	Email: jseaman@saddleback.edu
	T/Th 12:00pm-1:20

	Voice Mail: 582-4900, x3605
	VIL 11-03

	Webpage: http://socccd.blackboard.com
	Ticket: 21910A/21910D


Course Description

History/Political Science 61 is a survey and evaluation of the Russian Revolution followed by an analysis of the major forces which shaped the Soviet Union's political, economic, and social systems. The course also includes the collapse of the Soviet Union and the new status of former Soviet republics.

Course Structure and Requirements

We meet for an hour and a half, twice a week.  Typical classes will consist of a lecture with discussion interwoven.  Be sure you have completed the readings for each session BEFORE class begins.

Formal evaluation will be determined as follows:

Midterm Exam: 30%

Writing Assignments (3): 30%

Final Exam: 30%

Participation and Attendance: 10%

The midterm exam will be in multiple choice format, focusing on lectures and readings covered in weeks 1-8.  The final will be in the same format, but will cover material from weeks 9-16.  Please bring a Scantron form 882-E to both the midterm and final.  The paper topic concerning Koestler's Darkness at Noon will be handed out week 3 of class.  I will give makeup exams and accept late writing assignments only under extreme circumstances, and only if arranged prior to the actual test or due date.

Attendance and Decorum

Attendance is mandatory and will be taken each class.  Each meeting will be crucial in helping you do well on your exams as well as your writing assignment.  If you are unable to attend a class due to emergency, it is very important that you contact me ahead of time, preferably by email.

Cell phones, pagers,  iPods and any other personal electronic devices must be turned off in class (vibrate mode is still a distraction).  No food is allowed during class (drinks are fine), and students are expected to do their part in keeping a clean classroom environment.  Class begins promptly at noon, and those who come late to class will only receive partial attendance credit.

Required Readings

Textbook:  Robert Service.  A History of Russia: from Nicholas II to Vladimir Putin.  2nd ed. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 


University Press, 2005.  ISBN-13: 978-0674018013 

Novel:  Arthur Koestler.  Darkness at Noon.  New York: Scribner, 2006.  ISBN-13: 978-1416540267 

Schedule

	Week
	Days
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	T 8/25

Th 8/27
	The Revolutionary Movement to 1904
	Text: 1-23

	2
	T 9/1

Th 9/3
	Revolution, Reaction, and Re from, 1905-1914
	Text: 1-23

	3
	T 9/9

Th 9/10
	War and Revolution, 1914-1917
	Text: 24-44

	4
	T 9/15

Th 9/17
	From March to November 1917
	Text: 45-100

	5
	T 9/22

Th 9/24
	Civil War and War Communism, NEP, and the Power Struggle, 1917-1927
	Text: 101-149

	6
	T 9/29

Th 10/1
	The Politics of Stalinism, 1928-1941
	Text: 150-253

	7
	T 10/6

Th 10/8
	The Great Transformation
	Text: 150-253

	8
	T 10/13

Th 10/15
	War and Reconstruction, 1941-1953

Midterm 10/15
	Text: 254-330

	9
	T 10/20

Th 10/22
	The Khrushchev Era, 1953-1964
	Text: 331-375

	10
	T 10/27

Th 10/29
	The Brezhnev Era, 1964-1982
	Text: 376-427

	11
	T 11/3

Th 11/5
	The Soviet Gerontocracy, 1982-1985

Papers Due
	Text: 428-447

	12
	T 11/10

Th 11/12
	The Gorbachev Revolution, 1985-1991


	Text: 448-466

	13
	T 11/17

Th 11/19
	The Collapse of the Soviet Union
	Text: 467-508

	14
	T 11/24


	(film)

No class Th 11/26
	

	15
	T 12/1

Th 12/3
	The Yeltsin Years, 1991-1999
	Text: 509-528

	16
	T 12/8

Th 12/10
	 The Putin Presidency
	Text: 529-556

	
	
	
	
	

	Final
	T 12/15
	Final exam, T 12/15, 12:45-1:45 pm
	


