History 72:

History of China

	Instructor: James Seaman
	Spring 2011

	Email: jseaman@saddleback.edu
	   T/Th 12:00-1:20 p.m.

	Voice Mail: 582-4900, x3605
	Room:  VIL 26-02

	Webpage: http://socccd.blackboard.com
	Ticket: 11960


Course Description

History 72 is a survey of the history of China from the ancient era to the present.  Social, political, geographic, economic and cultural aspects of development will be covered.   There are no prerequisites for taking this course.
Course Structure and Requirements

We meet for an hour and a half, twice a week.  Typical classes will consist of lecture with interwoven discussion.  Be sure you have completed the readings for each session BEFORE class begins.  See the schedule below for what readings to complete before coming to class each week.
Formal evaluation will be determined as follows:

Midterm: 30%

Paper: 30%

Final: 40%

The midterm exam will be in multiple choice format, focusing on lectures and readings covered in weeks 1-7.  The final will be in the same format, but will cover material from weeks 8-17.  Please bring a Scantron form 882-E to both the midterm and final.  The paper will be a 5-8 page analysis of primary source readings and lectures.  Paper topics will be handed out week 3.  I will give makeup exams and accept late writing assignments only under extreme circumstances.  On occasion we will be using our course online Blackboard site (see the address at the top of the handout), so it is in your best interest to familiarize yourself with the site and how it operates as soon as possible.  Should you have technical difficulties accessing the page, you can seek support at http://www.saddleback.edu/de/help1.html.
Attendance and Decorum

Since this is a heavily lecture-based class, each meeting will be crucial in helping you do well on your exams and in writing your paper.  Of course if you do not attend class, you will simply be unprepared for the exams (relying on the textbook to make up for material missed in lecture is unwise, since much of the lecture material will not be directly addressed in the text). 

Cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices must be turned off in class.  Laptops, notebooks and microcassette recorders are permitted, but only if used to help take notes.  No food is allowed during class (drinks are fine), and students are expected to do their part in keeping a clean classroom environment.  Class begins promptly at noon.  Please make the extra effort to be in class on time.
Required Readings

Textbook:  W. Morton and C. Lewis, China: Its History and Culture, 4th ed., New York: McGraw Hill, 
2004. 
(ISBN: 0-07-141279-4)

Reader: J. Seaman, Ed., Meridians, Sources in World History: Primary Sources in Chinese History, San 
Francisco: Pearson, 2009. (ISBN: 0-558-28428-0)

Classroom Ethics and Academic Dishonesty
I expect every student in this class to do their own work.  If students are caught cheating on the midterm or final exam, they will receive an immediate F on the assignment.  If students are caught using any outside references in their written work (the details of what constitute acceptable sources will be included on the paper topic handout), they will be given an F on the assignment. Plagiarism (the act of using another person's words or ideas without giving credit to that person) will not be tolerated.  Should a student be caught cheating or plagiarizing, an academic dishonesty report will be filed with the Office of the Dean.  Please take a moment to review the Student Code of Conduct at http://www.saddleback.edu/vpss/documents/CodeofConduct.pdf.
Course Goals and Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester:

1. Students will have learned about some of the basic movements, events, philosophies, dynasties and people in Chinese history. 

2. Students will have learned about the various types of historical inquiry, focusing on the differences between political, economic, social, and religious history. 

3. Students will have learned how to evaluate primary sources in history. 

4. Students will have learned to study history objectively, by setting aside their own political, religious, or social beliefs in the pursuit of historical understanding. 

5. Student will have learned some basic Chinese physical and political geography. 

Schedule

	Week
	Days
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	T 1/11

Th 1/13
	The Bronze Age: Shang and Western 
Zhou (1500-771 BCE)
	Text: 5-28

Reader: 1-5

	2
	T  1/18

Th 1/20
	Philosophers and Warring States Period


(770-256 BCE)
	Text: 29-44

Reader: 6-47

	3
	T 1/25

Th  1/27
	The Bureaucratic State: Qin and Han


(256 BCE-200 CE)
	Text: 45-70

Reader: 48-97

	4
	T 2/1

Th 2/3
	Political Division 


(200-580 CE)
	Text: 71-80

Reader: 98-105

	5
	T 2/8

Th 2/10
	Sui and Tang


(581-960 CE)
	Text: 81-97

Reader: 106-116

	6
	T 2/15

Th 2/17
	Song, Liao, Xia, and Jin


(907-1276 CE)
	Text: 98-114

Reader: 117-131

	7
	T 2/22

Th 2/24
	Mongol Rule: Yuan


(1215-1368 CE)
	Text: 115-122

Reader: 132-146

	8
	T 3/1

Th 3/3
	Midterm Exam 3/1
Ming Dynasty I (1368-1600 CE)
	Text: 123-136

Reader: 147-187

	9
	T 3/8

Th 3/10
	Ming Dynasty II (1368-1600 CE)

Manchus and the Qing I (1600-1800 CE)
	Text: 137-147

Reader: 188-206

	
	T 3/15

Th 3/17
	Spring Break

No Class
	

	10
	T 3/22

Th 3/24
	Manchus and the Qing II (1600-1800 
CE)

Disorder and Decline I (1800-1900 CE)

Paper Due Th 3/24
	Text: 148-174

Reader: 207-235

	11
	T 3/29

Th 3/31
	Disorder and Decline II (1800-1900 CE)


	Text: 175-190

Reader: 236-273

	12
	T 4/5

Th 4/7
	Remaking China I (1900-1927)


	Text: 190-200

Reader: 274-322

	13
	T 4/12

Th 4/14
	Remaking China II (1900-1927)

War and Revolution I (1927-1949)
	Text: 201-214

Reader: 323-342

	14
	T 4/19

Th 4/21
	War and Revolution II (1927-1949)


	Text: 215-226

Reader: 343-363

	15
	T 4/26

Th 4/28
	The People's Republic under Mao I 
(1949-1976)
	Text: 227-241

Reader: 364-383

	16
	T 5/3

Th 5/5
	The People's Republic under Mao II
(1949-1976)

New Directions I (1976-present)
	Text: 242-260

Handout

	17


	T 5/10

Th 5/12
	New Directions II (1976-present)

No Class  5/12
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Final
	 T 5/17
	Final exam, 12:45-2:45 pm
	


