History 74:

History of the Middle East to 1800

	Instructor: James Seaman
	Fall 2010

	Email: jseaman@saddleback.edu
	  T/Th 1:30-2:50pm

	Voice Mail: 582-4900, x3605
	Room:  VIL 21-2

	Webpage: http://socccd.blackboard.com
	Ticket: 21965


Course Description

History 74 is a a survey of the cultural, economic, and political history of the Middle East from the ancient era to 1800 C.E. with an emphasis on the rise, spread, and development of Islam.  It explores how Islam developed out of earlier Middle Eastern societies and built upon those continuities, and examines the expansion and development of Islam and its interaction with pre-Islamic Middle Eastern societies and the West until 1800 C.E.

Course Structure and Requirements

We meet for an hour and a half, twice a week.  Typical classes will consist of  lecture with interwoven discussion.  Be sure you have completed the readings for each session BEFORE class begins.  Taking extensive lecture notes is the best avenue towards earning a good grade in this class.

Formal evaluation will be determined as follows:

Midterm: 30%

Writing Assignments (3): 30%

Final: 40%

The midterm exam will be in multiple choice format, focusing on lectures and readings covered in weeks 1-8.  The final will be in the same format, but will cover material from weeks 9-16.  Please bring a Scantron form 882-E to both the midterm and final.  There will be three writing assignments throughout the term, each a 3-4 page critical analysis of primary source documents.   I will give makeup exams and accept late writing assignments only under extreme circumstances, and only if arranged prior to the actual test or due date.

Attendance and Decorum

Since this is a lecture-based class, each meeting will be crucial in helping you do well on both your exams and writing assignments.  Of course if you do not attend class, you will simply be unprepared for the exams (relying on the textbook to make up for material missed in lecture is unwise, since much of the lecture material will not be directly addressed in the text). 

Cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices must be turned off in class.  Laptops, notebooks and microcassette recorders are permitted in class, but only if used to help take notes.  No food is allowed during class (drinks are fine), and students are expected to do their part in keeping a clean classroom environment.  Class begins promptly at 1:30pm.

Required Readings

Textbook:  


Jonathan P. Berkey, The Formation of Islam: Religion and Society in the Near East, 600-
1800, 6th ed., New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009. (ISBN: 978-0-521-58813-3)

Reader: 


J. Seaman, Ed., Meridians, Sources in World History: Primary Sources in the Early History of 
the Middle East, San Francisco: Pearson, 2010. (ISBN: 0-558-62322-0)

Course Goals and Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the semester:

1. Students will have learned about some of the basic movements, events, philosophies, dynasties and people in the early history of the Middle East. 

2. Students will have learned about the various types of historical inquiry, focusing on the differences between political, economic, social, and religious history. 

3. Students will have learned how to evaluate primary sources in history. 

4. Students will have learned to study history objectively, by setting aside their own political, religious, or social beliefs in the pursuit of historical understanding. 

5. Student will have learned some basic Middle Eastern physical and political geography. 

Schedule

	Week
	Days
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	T 8/24

Th 8/26
	An Introduction to the Middle East
	Textbook: 1-38

Reader: 1-6

	2
	T  8/31

Th 9/2
	The Middle East before Muhammad
	Textbook: 39-49

Reader: 1-6

	3
	T 9/7

Th  9/9
	The Prophet of Mecca
	Textbook: 50-60

Reader: 7-54

	4
	T 9/14

Th 9/16
	What Is Islam?
	Textbook: 61-69

Reader: 7-54

	5
	T 9/21

Th 9/23
	The Early Arab Conquests I
	Textbook: 70-75

Reader: 7-54

	6
	T 9/28

Th 9/30
	The Early Arab Conquests II

Writing Assignment #1 due, T 9/28
	Textbook: 70-75

Reader: 7-54

	7
	T 10/5

Th 10/7
	The High Caliphate I


	Textbook: 76-110

Reader: 55-88

	8
	T 10/12

Th 10/14
	The High Caliphate II

Midterm, Th 10/14
	Textbook: 76-110

Reader: 55-88

	9
	T 10/19

Th 10/21
	Shi'is and Turks
	Textbook: 111-140

Reader: 89-110

	10
	T 10/26

Th 10/28
	Crusaders and Mongols
	Textbook: 141-176

Reader: 111-180

	11
	T 11/2

Th 11/4
	Islamic Civilization I

Writing Assignment #2 due, T 11/2
	Textbook: 177-215

Reader: 181-220

	12
	T 11/9

Th 11/11
	Islamic Civilization II
	Textbook: 177-215

Reader: 181-220

	13
	T 11/16

Th 11/18
	Firearms, Slaves, and Empire I
	Textbook: 216-258

Reader: 221-240

	14
	T 11/23

Th 11/25
	Firearms, Slaves, and Empire II

No class Th 11/25
	Textbook: 216-258

Reader: 221-240

	15
	T 11/30

Th 12/2
	Firearms, Slaves, and Empire III


	Textbook: 216-258

Reader: 221-240

	16
	T 12/7

Th 12/9
	European Interests and Imperialism

Writing Assignment #3 due, T 12/7
	Textbook: 259-269

Reader: 241-262

	
	
	
	
	

	Final
	Th 12/16
	Final exam, Th 12/16,  12:45-1:45 pm
	


