SADDLEBACK COLLEGE
PSYC/CDES 7: DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY
Sample Syllabus
 Professor:                                            Jamie Shepherd, M. A.
 Phone & Email:                                  949-582-4900 x3399  or  512-968-8977
                                                 jshepherd2@saddleback.edu
Credit:                                                 3 Units (Transfer Credit: CSU & UC)		
Required Texts:                      
Berger, K. (2009) The Developing Person Through Childhood and Adolescence. Eigth Edition
Catalog Description:
A study of human development emphasizing physical, mental, psychological and social growth from birth through adolescence.   
 Course Goals:
  Identify and analyze the various theories in developmental psychology.
  List and evaluate the differences between the various methods of investigation used in developmental studies.
  Describe the processes of heredity, human reproduction, and prenatal development.
	  Identify and evaluate factors affecting the physical, social, emotional, psychological, and intellectual development of children and adolescents.
  Explain behavioral development as a reflection of physical maturation and learning or socialization.
  List and analyze developmental tasks for the child and adolescent.
  Describe observable behavior in scientific terms.
  Analyze behavior in terms of developmental theory.
  Apply theories to real situations with children and adolescents.
  Evaluate methods of application of theories.
Course Requirements:
Lectures
Each week’s lecture will be available in the Bb “Assignments” folder.  Follow each link within the lecture as directed. Lectures become available at midnight on Mondays and are only available for that week.  
Discussion Boards
A weekly discussion question will be posted in the Bb “Discussion board”. You need to provide a college level written response to this question.  The response should comprise of a full paragraph with at least four well-written academic sentences on the subject; discussions are just that discussions…I give you academic freedom to express your personal view on the theory just do so in a justified academic manner with respect to others…NOT “I totally think Freud is so right on!!”. You are responsible for responding to the weekly discussion question by the Thursday of that week by midnight!  Then, you must also reply to at least THREE of your classmate's discussion responses with a well-written discussion comment by Sundays at midnight (however, you can post your three responses as soon as peers write original discussion responses…some of you will complete all this on Mondays, that’s fine.).  A good peer discussion response example might look like this, “Sarah, I can see why you would think Freud’s view is a Victorian sexually oppressive male dominated view in psychology; however, I think his theory has some validity today.  For example, at my work in a Montessori, I have a pre-K classroom of children who are obsessed with potty training.” NOT, something like, “Sarah, well done...I agree completely.”) The weekly questions will be available at the beginning of each lecture, and will be available for credit for one week only (meaning you can still read responses but anything posted after a discussion topic closes will NOT receive credit). It is recommended that you check the discussion section 3-4 times a lecture week so that you have a chance to actively participate in the ongoing process!  Please feel free to respond to each other more than three times, if you so desire.
Observations
Interviews and observations will be an important part of connecting the concepts of this course to real life practice.  There will be an application assignment for each of the age ranges studied.  Submit all assignments via TURNITIN on Blackboard (Bb).  Also, send me an email of your word (doc.) assignment and copy (cc) yourself so you have proof of time sent and attempt of sent email.  If a server is down for Bb or I don’t receive your email, your cc is the only proof you have that your assignment was submitted on time (and it will be the first thing I ask for if this happens).  All assignments must be typed, double-spaced with one-inch margins, and utilize college level writing skills. 
Written Reflections
Students will evaluate developmental concepts from their understanding of the material.  The written reflections are a chance for students to gain experience in describing and reflecting on aspects of child development that will be read about in the text and discussed on-line.  Submit all assignments via TURNITIN on Blackboard (Bb).  Also, send me an email of your word (doc.) assignment and copy (cc) yourself so you have proof of time sent and attempt of sent email.  If a server is down for Bb or I don’t receive your email, your cc is the only proof you have that your assignment was submitted on time (and it will be the first thing I ask for if this happens).  All assignments must be typed, double-spaced with one-inch margins, and utilize college level writing skills.  

Exams
An on-line Midterm and Final exam will be multiple-choice and will assess recall and application of terms.  No make-up exams will be given.  You will be allowed to take the exam with open text and notes anytime between 12AM and 11:59PM on the day of examination for a timed one-hour period at your choosing.
Grading Criteria
2 Exams: Midterm & Final                   @ 40 each       80                 	A = 333-370
4 Observations                                      @ 20 each       80                   	B = 296-332
2 Written Reflections                            @ 40 each       80                  	C = 259-295
13 Discussion Boards                           @ 10 each       130                  	D = 222-258    
                                                                                                             	F = below 222
Total				370                  
Additional Information: 
Withdrawal Policy
Dropping this course is the responsibility of the student.  The last day to drop the course without a “W” is November 4, 2009 and the last day to drop with a “W” is November 25, 2009. Check Saddleback Catalog for more information. 
Academic Honesty
Cheating of any sort will not be tolerated.  For example, obtaining or attempting to obtain credit 
for work by the use of any dishonest, deceptive, fraudulent, or unauthorized means. It is also academic dishonesty if you help someone do any of these things.  Any student who is caught cheating will receive a zero on that assignment or exam, and may be recommended to the Dean for expulsion.
Additional Requirements
Students are expected to conduct themselves in a professional and respectful manner during any college activity, including using appropriate “netiequitte”.  Students are expected to adhere to the academic honor code as delineated in the Saddleback College Student Handbook.
Special Services
If you have a disability and require accommodation, please discuss your academic adjustment with me as soon as possible.  Please contact Special Services for additional information. 
WARNING!!
This is not a self-paced class.  All assignments are due on the assigned dates by 12:00AM (midnight) on Mondays.  Late assignments (12:01 or later) will receive an automatic 50% drop in grade and after Wednesday of the week due will no longer be accepted for credit.
CDES 7/ PSYC 7: Course Calendar
	Class
	Week of:
	Topic
	Work Due

	1
	10-19
	Introduction & Theories
	Read Ch. 1-2

	2
	10-26
	Heredity, Environment, Prenatal & Birth
Biosocial Development: 
Infants and Toddlers &
	Read Ch. 3-5
1st Observation: Birth

	3
	11-2
	Cognitive Development:
Infants and Toddlers
Psychosocial Development:
 Infants and Toddlers
	Read Ch. 6-7
2nd Observation: Infant & Toddler

	4
	11-9

	Biosocial Development: 
The Play Years
Cognitive Development: 
The Play Years
	MIDTERM Ch. 1-7
Read Ch. 8-9

	5
	11-16
	Psychosocial Development: 
The Play Years
Biosocial Development: 
The School Years
	Read Ch. 10-11
1st Writing Reflection: Early Childhood

	6
	11-23
	Cognitive Development: 
The School Years
Psychosocial Development: 
The School Years
	Read Ch. 12-13
3rd Observation: Middle Childhood

	7
	11-30
	Biosocial Development: Adolescence
Cognitive Development: Adolescence
	Read Ch. 14
4th Observation: Adolescence

	8
	12-7

	Psychological Development: Adolescence
	Read Ch. 15-16 
2nd Writing Reflection: Adolescence

	
	12-14
	Final Exam
	FINAL Ch. 8-16




