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American Government

This class will focus on American political institutions and how differing groups of people interact with these institutions.

Course Format:

This course will be conducted in a lecture/discussion mode.  You are encouraged to raise questions and to participate in class discussions, and to do so in a manner that is respectful of the interest of others.

Required texts:

John L. Korey, California Government.
Lowi & Ginsberg, American Government, (7th edition).

Howard Zinn, A People’s History Of The United States.

Course requirements:

Assignments:

1) 15 to 20 page paper…...…60% of the grade.

(See instructions in this syllabus)

2) Five Quizzes…..……..…..40% of the grade.

Four of your quiz scores will count towards your final grade.  There will be no quiz make-ups.
Assignments due:

1) Quizzes….5/31, 6/7, 6/14, 6/21, 6/30 (You are required to take the last quiz)
Three of your quiz scores will count towards your final grade.  There will be no quiz make-ups.

2) 15 to 20 page paper is due 6/21
*Check the Saddleback College Schedule of Classes for important deadlines concerning this and other classes.






Class Lectures & Reading Schedule

May 24
Introduction.

Columbus & the WISC.

Readings:
Zinn, ch.1.

May 26
The Declaration of Independence and the Social Contract
Readings:
Declaration of Independence (Lowi & Ginsberg, A3)
Federalist Paper #10 (Lowi & Ginsberg, A 22)
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch 1
May 31
Quiz #1 (Materials from 5/24 and 5/26)

The Colonial Period and the U.S. Constitution

Readings:

Korey, ch.2

Federalist Paper #51 (Lowi & Ginsberg, A 25)

Lowi & Ginsberg, ch. 2

Zinn, chs.3, 4, 5

June 2

The Process of Disenfranchisement:

Readings:
American Indians
Readings:
Zinn, ch.7
African Americans
Readings:
Zinn, chs.2, 9
June 7
Quiz # 2 (Materials from (5/31)

Women
Readings:
Zinn, ch.6.

Latinos
Readings:

Zinn, chs.8
June 9
Asian American/Pacific Islanders
Readings:
Zinn, chs.10, 11, 12
European Immigrants
Readings:

Zinn, chs.10, 11, 12
June 14
Quiz # 3 (Materials from 6/2 and 6/7)

Federalism
Readings:
Korey, ch.9
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch. 3
Elections
Readings:
Korey, ch.5
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch.9
June 16, 21
Quiz # 4 (Materials from 7/20, 6/9 and 6/14)

15 to 20 page Paper is due June 21
How to Understand the Legislative Process: The Iron Triangle.

(Congress, the Presidency, the Bureaucracy, Political Parties and Interest Groups)
Readings:
Korey, chs.4, 6, 7
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch.5, 6, 10, 11
June 23
Judiciary
Readings:

Korey, ch.8
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch.7
Civil Liberties
Readings:
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch.4
Zinn, chs. 17, 19
June 28, 30
Civil Rights
Readings:
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch. 4
Zinn, chs 17, 19

Media
Readings:
Korey, ch.3
Lowi & Ginsberg, ch.8
Public Policy
Readings:

Korey, ch. 10
Lowi & Ginsberg, chs 12, 13
Final Examination
There will be a quiz # 5 for the final examination.

You are required to take this last quiz.  The materials from the June 16, 21 and 30 readings will be included in this quiz.
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Paper Assignment

This fifteen to twenty page paper is to be typed and double-spaced.  In terms of writing style, you should follow the MLA format.  Late papers will be penalized one full grade

Each day (not class) that it is tardy.  If the paper is not received in class, but is received later that day it is one day late.  
Discuss in detail how the United States government works according to the readings in Lowi & Ginsberg, and Korey.  Focus your attention on the chapters concerned with the Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of the United States federal (Lowi & Ginsberg chs. 5, 6 and 7) and California state government (Korey, chs. 6, 7, and 8).  Include in your paper the key court cases and historical events shaping these institutions.  Your paper should not incorporate quoted material; rather your summaries, descriptions and analysis are required in this paper.  Let me be clear, all of the material being covered in this paper should be discussed thoroughly and completely.
This assignment is to be completed by you and not in corroboration with other students, or other sources.  If there is any indication that your paper is similar to another student’s paper, or to outside sources, I will assume you have cheated and you will fail the class.
