. 1 "The world is a boak, and those who study just their own society read only 2

 vingle page.” Old raying

(r € Wright Mills compares iqﬁnﬁnﬁlpﬁnu'uﬂuluph

a stranger’s house.”
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._- ' used T 18T “saciCIOGICE ITagRERon” i mean he
Bama ting s the ferm “sociological perspective” usod by
farger and others.

B MONE pounl SOCIETy
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T B Beiow g0nes that L Winghl Mills heped Be
mcilogicsl imagingtion wolild 1par SocEl changs ward

‘opered thae areesalops. ha falt thae light-
in hia chest. The leftor fe dreeded was n
- joby weas Ninshed 5t the end of the
Iy After lever yearl ‘Yesrs i which he had
= hard, sum that he wiwkd move up in the
y, All those hopes and dreams wam
suddanly gona. Mica et ke a wiure
#l himael—ior Not having worked oven
fer having wasied sieven years of nis life
 what had turred cut to be & dead-snc job—
Ju
BUs a8 he miumed 1o his work station to
ph his things. Mike so0n rmallzed thal he was
| mlone. Aimost afl his coleagues in the tech
sba wern Tovied o Ircia. whers the com-
‘Wl able to provide tsephons tech sup-
Jor less han hall the cost of keeping
jors in Caitornia.
10 nd of the weeker, Mike was sitting n
MINg rocm with & caren ot Ex-arployoes,
notes and shanng ideas, thiry NHow
] hat thay were simoly a faw of the vic-
ol & massive outsoursing of joba that is
aalysts cafl me *globalization of
L -

) good times and bad, the power of the
JOQICA DerscecTn e 1 raking sense of
ves. 'Wa ase that many of our par-

e (@nd our suCDEanes, as welll are
o 10 s, bBut we the meult of lager

- 1

YOO LODOE IO ii'].:

ersonal Problems |

rocial trencis. Half & century ago, aociologist C.
‘gt i poirted o the power of what b cted
the sociological imagination to halp us under-
stand everyday events. As he saw it, soclety—
ot pecpin’s Dersonal faskngs—:s the main cowss
of poverty and other social problema. By eming
personal problems Mo puble ESUss. the SDCIo-

| logical ImagEnation aish & he key D bringang
" peopls logether to creats nesded changs.

in this excerpl, Mills [1E58-3-5) expiaine the
reed for & soCOoCEl FmagimEton:

Whan society becomes industrialized, a
poasant bacomes & worker: 8 feudal lord
s lquidated or becomes a businessman.
Whian classes rise or fal, a man s employed
or unmpioyed; wihan Me rate of vestmant
goes Up or down, 8 man takes rew heart or
goss broke. When wars happen, an Insur-
ance salesman bacormes 2 rocket lsuncher
a store clerk, a radar man; @ wile ives alone;
a child grows up without & lalhae Naither
tha e of an individusl Nor the Nesory of &
society can be undervtood without under-
standing both.

et man o not usLally define The troubies.
thery enciurs in temms of hstoncal changs, | ,

T em e Ml T WO MU L T SRpRY
10 i pecaie. AS i e JaNCEr Wl CononTed, e this
(AR e O Sty e ) B ool ey
ST o TR

gination: Turning

1ito Public Issues

The wali-teing thary enjoy, they do not usu-
iy Fipate o the big uDe and downs of the
socity in which thay v Saldom sware of
the infricate connection botwsen the pat-
terns of thair own ves and the course of
worid hinlory, ordinary men do not ususily
know what this connection maans for the
kind of men they are becoming and for the
kinds of history-making in which they might
toke part. They do not possess the quality of
rmend essential 1o grasp the irterpley of men
and scciety, of blography and hisiory, of saif

‘Wit they e . . I8 8 ouality of mind
that will heip them [see) what is going on In
the world and . . . what may ba happening
within themsaives. It i this gualty . . . [that]
may be called the sociological iImagination,

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1. As Mills sees it, how are personal roubles
dirffarent Pom pubic ssuesT Explan this
difference in tarms of what happarad to
Mika in the story above.

2. Living in the United States, wity do we
often blame curssives for the permonal
probiems we face?

3. By using the sociological Imagination, how
do we gein the powser 1o changs ths
world?

remaining fifty-six nations of the world are low-income
88, nations with a low standard of living in which most people
b Most of the poorest countries in the worid are in Africa, and
U Asia. Here again, a few people are very rich, but the major-
g hptb}rwhpnmhum;.umﬁwmrmhlﬂlhd.
Mps most scrious of all, little chance to improve their lives.
ppter |2 (“Global Stratification”) explains the causes i con-
jnhl.wnhhmdpuwnr But every chapter of this texy
risons between the United States and other nations for

“Hn:.h-pﬂth lives we lead. As we waw in Global
=1 an page 4, women living in rich and poor countries

have very different lives, as suggested by the number of children
they have. To understand ourselves and appreciate how others
live, we must understand something shout how countries diffes,
which is ane good reason to pay attention to the global maps
found throughout this text,

1. Societies throughout the world are mecreasingly intercon-
nected. Historically, people in the United States took only
passing owie of the countries beyond our own borders, In
recent decades, however, the United States and the rest of the
waorld have become linked as never before. Electronic technol-
Ogy now transmits sounds pictures, and writtes documents
around the globe in seconds.

| HEAldvHO anpoedsuedy EoBooRog euUl
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The Sociological Perspective

® MAKING THE GRADE

Thirik of the plobal perspectve & an sxtonsion of the
socilogical perspective. Here 21 home, where we are
“placed” within society affacts how we act, think, and fesl
Expanding our veson shows Mal our nation's placs n the
word afects Me iives af &l who live in this country.

SEEING SOCIOLOGY

in Everyday Life

Herw would your life be differest # you Rad been bom irnto &

famity in  poor tarming vilage in Asis? What might you be
doing right now instead of reading this tecibook?

I'he Global Village: A Social Snapshot

of Our World

Earth is currently home 1o 8.7 billion pecpia
who llve In the citles and vilages of 104
nations, To grasp the socisl ahape of the worid
on & smalsr scals, imagine shrinking the
planet's population 1o & “global villnge™ of just
1,000 people. In this village, more than hall
(604) of the inhabitants would bes Asian,
Inciuding 198 citizens of the People’s Repub-
ic of China. Mext, in terma of numbers, we
would find 145 Africans, 108 Euopeans, B8
people from Latin America and the Carlbbean,
5 peopie from Australia and the South Pacific,
and just 50 Morth Amaricans, Including 45
people from the Linited States.

A ciosa ook i this setthamant would reveal
some starting facta: The village = a rich place,
with a spactacular rangs of goods and services
for nake. Yet most of the villagers can only dréam
about such treasures, because they ara s0 pOOr:

75 parcant of the village'n totnl inoomas & sarmed
by just 200 people.

For most, the greatest problem is getting
enough lood, Every yaar, village workers pro-
duce more than enough 1o fesd eweryons; aven
so, about 150 peopls in the vilage do not get
enough to eal, and many Qo to sleep hungry
overy night. Thess 150 residents (who together
hvve less money than tha single nchast person
in the vilage) lack bhoth clemn drinking water
and sale shelter. Weak and often unable fo
work, thay are at risk of contracting deadly dis-
anses and dying.

The village has many schooks, including a fine
urnvesmnity. About 50 inhabitants have compisted &

collags cegres, but about one-fifth of the villags's
aduits are not even able 1o read or weite.

W in tha Uinited States, on average, would
be among the village's nchast people. Although

wa may (ke to think thal owr comfortabla lives
are the resull of owr ndividual talent and hard
work, the sociclogcal permpaective reminds us
that our achéevements also result from our
nation's privileged position in the woridwids
socHll System

WHAT DO YOU THINKT

1. Do any of the statistics presantad in this
bax surprise you? Which ones? Why7?

2. How do you think 1he lives of poor pecgpls
in & lower-income country differ from thoss
typécal of people in the Uinied States?

3. Is your “choice” to aitend college affected
by the country in which you a7 How?

Sorres: Ceruasiors fy S8 msfor Sanss an inherratevel
data trom Te Untes Sasons Devsiopmart Progearens 2007
and e UE Cormn lores G000

One effect of new technology is that peaple the world over
now share many tastes in food, clothing, and music. Rich coun-
tries such as the United States influence other nations, whose
people are ever more likely to gobble up our Big Macs and
Whoppers, dance to the latest hip-hop music, and speak English.

But the larger world also has an impact on us. We all know
the contributions of famous immigrants such as Amold
Schwarzenegger (who came to the United States from Austria)
and Gloria Estefan (who came from Cuba). About 1.5 million
immigrants enter the United States each year, bringing their
skills and talents, along with their fashions and foods, greatly
increasing the racial and cultural diversity of this country (U.5.
Department of Homeland Security, 2008b).

Trade across national boundaries has also created a global
economy. Large corporations make and market goods world-
wide. Stock traders in New York pay close attention to the finan-
cial markets in Tokyo and Hong Kong even as wheat farmers in
Kansas watch the price of grain in the former Soviet republic of
Georgia. Because most new LS, jobs involve international trade,
global understanding has never been more important.

. Many social problems that we face in the United States are

far more serious ¢lsewhere. Poverty is a serious problem in

the United States, but as Chapter 12 ("Global Stratification”)
explains, poverty in Latin America, Africa, and Asia is both
muore common and more serious. In the same way, although
women have lower social standing than men in the United
States, gender inequality is even greater in the world's poor

countries.

4. Thinking globally helps us learn more about curselves, We
cannot walk the streets of a distant city without thinking about

what it means to live in the United States. Comparing life in
various settings also leads Lo unexpected lessons, For instance,
in Chapter 12, we visit a squatter settlement in Chennai, India.
There, despite desperate poverty, people thrive in the love and
support of family members. Why, then, are so many poor peo-
ple in our own country angry and alone? Are material things—
so central to our definition of a “rich” life—the best way to
measure human well-being?

In sum, in an increasingly interconnected world, we can under-
stand ourselves only to the extent that we understand others. Soci-
ology is an invitation to learn a new way of looking at the world
sround us, But is this invitation worth accepting? What are the ben-
efits of applying the socological perspective?




APPLIED: Henry Ford set up'what he cailed his Sociological Department to mon-
itar the behavior of his workers in order to discourage them from spending wages

mare valuable in terms of earnings.
DISCUSS: In assessing the value of sociology for careers, ask students ta

o vices such as alcohol and tobacco.

jobs that do not demand some understanding of human soctal behavior

SEEING SOCIOLOGY

in Everyday Life
I'nmmmmmumm
ponpectv & valuabie for changing society by shapng pubiic
policy, for your personal ennchiment, and for SOVARCIAG your
e

Applying the Sociological
Perspective

g the sociological perspective is useful in mamy ways, First, soci-
| is at work guiding many of the laws and policies that shape our
j Second, on an individual level, making use of the sociological per-
; lewds to important personal growth and expanded awareness,
mimd\nng sociology is excellent preparation for the world of work.

Sociology and Public Policy

have helped shape public policy—the lws and regulations
guide how people in communities live and work—in countless
from racial desegregation and school busing to laws regulating
divorce. For example, in her study of how divorce affects people’s
gome, the sociologist Lenore Weitzman ( 1985, 1996 discovered that
pmen who leave marriages rypically experience a dramatic loss of
gome. Recognizing this fact, many states passed laws that have
Increased women's claims to marital property and enforced fathers'
gations to provide support for women raising their children.

DA l'lr'

and Personal Growth

iy . applying the sociological perspective, we are likely to become more
tive and aware and to think more critically in our daily lives. Using
giology benefits us in four ways:

1. The sociological perspective helps us assess the
truth of “common sense™ We all take many things
for granted, but that does not make them true. One
good example is the idea that we are free individuals
who are personally responsible for our own lives. If we
think we decide our own fate, we may be quick to
praise very successful people as superior and consider
others with fewer achievements personally deficient.
A sociological approach, by contrast, encourages us o
ask whether such common beliefs are actually true
and, to the extent that they are not, why they are so
widely held. The Seeing Sociology in Everyday Life
box on page 10 gives an example of how the socio-
logical perspective sometimes makes us rethink com-
| monsense ideas about other people.

j The sociological perspective helps us see the opportu-
" pities and constraints in our lives. Sociological think-
Ing leads us to see that in the game of life, we have a say
i how to play our cards, but it is society that deals us the
hand. The more we understand the game, the better

players we will be. Socology helps us learmn more about the world so
that we can pursue our goals more effectively.

3. The sociological perspective empowers us to be active par-
ticipants in our society. The more we understand how soci-
ety works, the more active citizens we become. As C. Wright
Mills (1959) explained in the box on page 7, it is the sociologi-
cal perspective that turns a personal problem (such as being out
of work) into a public issue (a lack of good jobs). As we come
to see how society affects us, we may support society as it is, or
we may set out with others to change it.

4. The sodiological perspective helps us live in a diverse world.
North Americans represent just 5 percent of the world's people,
and as the remaining chapters of this book explain, many of the
other 95 percent live very differently than we do. 5ull, like peo-
ple everywhere, we tend to define our own way of life as “right,”
“natural,” and “better” The sociological perspective encourages
us to think critically about the relative strengths and weaknesses
of all ways of life, including our own.

Careers: The “Sociology Advantage”

Most students at colleges and universities today are very interested in
geiting a good job. A background in sociology is excellent preparation
for the working world. Of course, completing a bachelor’s degree in
sociology ia the nght choice for people who decide they would like to go

Just about every job in today's economy involves working with peopls. For this
regson, studying sociology is good preparation for your fulures carser. In whal wiys
does having “people skills™ help police officers parform their job?



The Sociological Perspective

CHAPTER1

SEEING SOCIOLOGY
in Everyday Life
Wirite down Thee 0tm that apoeal 1o you, Then ety ways in

which socasogical thinking would increase your chancas for
ECTESs in gach ona,

J Nickel and Dimed: On (Not)

Getting By in America

Al of us know people who Wwork Bl low-wage
jobs as waitresass af diners, clerks ol drive-
throughs, or sales sssociates at discount stones
such a2z Wal-Mart. We see such peopls jusi
ahout every day. Many of us actually am such
pecgle. in the United States, “common senss”™
talls us that the jobs peopls have and the
amount of money they maks reflect their per-
sonal abillthes as well s ther willingress to work
hard.

Barbarm Ehvenmesch (2001) had her doubta. To
find out wihat the workd of low-wage work i really
ke, the successhul urmalist and author deciced
1o leeve her comfortable middie-cless e to e
and work in the worid of low-wage oba. She
began in Key West, Flonda, taking a job as

couldn afford to pay for a visll 1o a doclors
office.

After working for more than & year af a num-
ber of other low-wage jobs, inciuding cleaning
motels in Maine and working on the floor of &
Walmarnt in Minnesota, shes had rejectad quite a
bit of "common sense.” Firat, she now knew that
tanas of milions of peopla with low-wage joba
wiork very hard every day. If you don't think so,
Ehverveich aaya, try ons of thess jobs yourseii.
Sacond, thess jobs require not just hard work
fimagine thorughly cheanng thres motel rooms
par hour all day long) but atso special skills and
real nsfigence (iry waiting on ten inbles n o
restaurart B the aama Bme and Kesping mwery-
body happyl. She found that the peopls she

smart, Clever, and funmy as thoss sha knew who
wrole books for @ Iving or taught &t a college.
Why, then, do we think of low-wage work-
ers s laxy or as having lass ability? It surprised
Ehrennsch 1o laarn that mary ow-wage worksms
fet this way about themsabves. In a sochety that
toaches us to beleve personal abity is every-
thing, we leam o sits people up by their joba.
Subject to the constart supervision, random drug
inain, and ofher rgid ruiss that usually come
along with low-wage joba, Ehrenmpich imagined
that many psople end up feeling unworthy, even
1o tha point of not trying for anything better. Such
belets, sha concludes, heip suppor a sockety of
axirema inequality in which somes peopin e very
weall thanks 1o the iow wages pad to the rest

o waitresa for $2.43 an howr phus tips.
Aigit away, she found out that she had
to work much harder than she ever imag-
inad. By the and of a shift, she was
exhausisd, but after sharng tips with the
kitchen staff, she averaged less than $6.00
an hour This was barsly above the mink
mium wage & the 1bme and proviced just
enough INcome 1o pay the nent on her tiny
apartment, buy food, and cover other
baslc axpenses. Sha had to hops that
she didnt get sick, becausa Ihe job did
not prosvide health insurance and she

worked with wore, on average, Sl 88 AT DO YOU THINK?

1. Have you ever held a low-wage job? ¥ so,
wouid you say you warked hand? What was
your pay? Were there any benefits 7

2. Ehvenreich claims that most well-off paople
in tha United States amn dependent on iow-
wage workoers. What do you think she
means by this?

3. Do you think most pecpls with jobs =t
Wendy's or Wal-Mart have a real chance 10
envoll in college and o work toward 8 dif-
ferent career? Why or why not?

on to graduiate work and eventually become a professor or researcher in
this field. Throughout the United States, tens of thousands of men and
wonmen teach sockology in universities, colleges, and high schools. But just
as many professional sociologists work as resesrchers for governmem
agencies or private foundations and businesses, gathering important
information on social behavior and carrying out evaluation research.
In today's cost-conscious world, agencies and companies want to be sure
that the programs and policies they set in place get the job done at the
lowest cost. Sociologists, especially those with advanced research akills,
are in high demand for this kind of work (Deutscher, 1999).

In addition, & smaller but increasing number of professional
sociologists work as clinical sociologists. These women and men
work, much as clinical psychologists do, with the goal of improving
the lives of troubled clients. A basic difference is that sociologists

focus on difficulties not in the personality but in the individual’s web
of social relationships.

But sociology is not just for people who want to be sociologists,
People who work in criminal justice—in police departments, proba-
tion offices, and corrections facilities—gain the “sociology advantage”
by learning which categories of people are most at risk of becoming
criminals as well as victims, how effective various policies and pro-
grams are at preventing crime, and why people turn to crime in the first
place. Similarly, people who work in health care—including doctors,
nurses, and technicans—also gain a sociology advantage by learning
about patterns of health and illness within the population, as well as
how factors such as race, gender, und social class affect human health.

The American Sociological Association (2002) reports that sociol-
ogy is also excellent preparation for jobs in dozens of additional fields,
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DISCUSS: How did changes in society spark the development of sociology!

i e enterprose iy sack! . . . lake but degree away, untune that striny
And hark what discord follows!
Shakespeare | Troilus and Cressida) links the loss of the raditio
hierarchy to greater awareness of society.

,..'

MAKING THE GRADE

.,, Sociology cwesioped when and whers social change
W reatest

Theskogical Stage
fEhe Church in e Middie Ages)  (the Enlightenment and the idess of  (physics, chomstry, socoiogy

Comia's Throa Stages of Sochkty
i

Wetapinrecal itags Schentific Stage

Hobbes, Locks, and Aoosses

poalthvism (p 17 & soentific sppmach 1o knowleoge based on
"posiiive” facts & cpposed o mere speculation

including advertising, banking, business, education, govern-
ment, journalism, law, public relations, and social work. In
almost any type of work, success depends on understanding
how various categories of people differ in beliefs, family pat-
terns, and other ways of life. Unless you plan to have & job that
‘pever involves dealing with people, you should consider the

| Workplace benefits of learning more about sociology.

The Origins of Sociology

Like the “choices” made by individuals, major historical events
Cparely just happen. The birth of sociology was itself the result

of powerful social forces.

Social Change and Sociology
| Striking changes twok place in Europe during the cighteenth and
pineteenth centuries. Three kinds of change were especially impor-
L in the development of sociology: the rise of a factory-based
Hincdustrial economy, the explosive growth of cities, and new ideas
put democracy and political rights.
‘A New Industrial Econamy
During the Middle Ages in Europe, most people plowed fields near their
pmes or worked in small-scale mamifaciuring (a term derived from
[Ratin words meaning “to make by hand"). By the end of the eighteenth
[ , inventors used new sources of energy—the power of moving
Swater and then steam—to operate large machines in mills and facto-
ifles, Instead of laboring at home or in small groups, workers became
it of 2 large and anonymous labor force, under the control of strangers
Who owned the factories. This change in the system of production took
out of their homes, weakening the traditions that had guided
nmunity life for centuries.

Growth of Cities

gross Europe, landowners took part in what historians call the
psure movement—they fenced off more and more farmland 1o
¢ grazing areas for sheep, the source of wool for the thriving tex-
mills. Without land, countless tenant farmers had little choice but
d to the cities in search of work in the new factories.
* As cities grew larger, these urban migrants faced many social
pblemns, including pollution, crime, and homelessness. Moving
pugh sireets crowded with strangers, they faced a new and imper-
social world.

ns in the Middle Ages viewed society as an expression of
will: From the rovalty to the serfs, each person up and down the
ladder played a part in the holy plan. This theological view of

What we see Cepends on cur point of view, Whan gazing at the stars. lovers ses
momanca, bul sciantists sea thermmal mactions

society is captured in lines from the old Anglican hymn “All Things
Bright and Beautiful™:

The rich man in his castle,

The poor man at his gate,

G made them high and lowly

And ordered their estate.

But as cities grew, tradition came under attack. In the writings
of Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), John Locke (1632-1704), and
Adam Smith (1723—17%0), we see a shift in focus from a moral obli-
gation to God and king to the pursuit of self-interest. In the new
political climate, philoaophers spoke of personal liberty and indfvidual
rights. Echoing these sentiments, our own Declaration of Indepen-
dence states that every person has “certain unalienable rights,” includ-
ing “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

The French Revolution, which began in 1789, was an even
greater break with political and social tradition. The French social
analyst Alexis de Tocqueville [ 1805—1859) thought the changes in
society brought about by the French Revolution were so great that
they amounted to “nothing short of the regeneration of the whole
human race™ (1955:13, orig. 1856).

A Mew Awarenassa of Soclety

Huge factories, exploding cities, a new spirit of individualism—these
changes combined to make people more aware of their surround-
ings. The new discipline of sociology was born in England, France,
and Germany—precisely where the changes were greatest.
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Interest in Military on the Rise

By DAVID MONTERO
Febroary 2, 2009

Across the street from the LS. Navy recruiting
station in Aurora [Colorado| is @ restaurant that
has gone out of busines. Less than o mile away,
bankrupt Circuit City is unloading its merchan-
dise at deep discounts.,

Inside the narrow alfice, four recruiters snd
two freshly minted recruits are talking about what
seems like the topic on most Americans’ minds:
jobs and the econommy.

froy Torreyson, wearing a bhlue Navy hat
and a white T-shirt that reads, “Property of the
U5 Navy" can't wait to start basic training in
May. The 30-year-old is scheduled 1o go to the
Great Lakes naval Gcilicy in [llifok for nine weeks
and after that wil train to be a Navy corpsman

He wants to be in nuring care, but the econ
omy sidelined those plans for awhile.

"It's a huge issue,” he said “1 have a culinary

arts degree and | work at Burger King right now.
I can’t find a job.”

Chiefl Petty Officer Mario Laracuente has heand
similar tales before. He's been hearing it for
manths actually, ever since the economy went
south. People getting laid off. People having trou
ble finding work and malking ends meer. People
Incking for a [bit] of aability,

Laracuente believes the military is well- posi-
tioned in this emvironment to meet and exceed
recruiting goaly—seven as the United States con-
tinues to fight in Irsq and Afghanistan,

“You can sense that as the economy appears
maore unatable, people are looking at the military
mare,” Laracuente said. . . .

Stable jobs artractive

All branches of the military are showing strong
recruiting numbers with the flagging economy.

The last reporting period for December
showed the Army and Marine Corps exceeding
recruitment goals, reaching 115 percent and 113
percent of thetr goals, respectively

The Air Foroe and Navy met their tarpets as well.

Those results camie as private employers made

Department of Labor reported that unemp
meni rates increased from 6.8 percent o 7.2
cenl ...

Finding refuge in the military during w
economic times 01 unusual. Safe harbor
often be found in government and the mili
which accounts for shout a fifth of the nat
budget and is set at 5515 billion far fiscal
ol i)

Gordon Yon Stroh, professor of managen
at the University of Denver, said the lure of in
tive-laden deals offered by the military oo
with staggering job losses make for plum pick
among military recruitern.

“They get a larger pool of people and car
mare selective,” he said. “For the applicants, 1
e En opporfunity 1o trmn a some [
advanced fields while having the job stability |
vided by the military.”

lob dries up
Mark Sabatino got lald off last week from
job ns & commercial sign inataller. . . . The

Science and Sociology

And so it was that the French social thinker Auguste Comte
(1798-1857) coined the term sociology in 1838 to describe a new way
of looking at society. This makes sociology one of the youngest aca-
demic disciplines—far newer than history, physics, or economics, for
example.

OF course, Comte was not the first person to think about the
nature of society. Such questions fascinated many of the brilliant
thinkers of ancient civilizations, including the Chinese philosopher
K'ung Fu-tzu, or Confucius (551479 ..C.E.), and the Greek philoso-
phers Plato (c. 427-347 a.C.E.) and Aristotle (384-322 p.c.i.).' Over
the next several centuries, the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius
{121-180), the medieval thinkers Saimt Thomas Aquinas (c.
1225-1274) and Christine de Pisan (¢, 1363-1431), and the English
playwright William Shakespeare (1 564-1616) wrote about the work-
ings of society.

Yet these thinkers were more interested in imagining the ideal
society than in studying society as it really was. Comte and other
pioneers of sociology all cared about how society could be improved,

The abbreviation nook means “befione the commaon era.” We use this throwghout the
text insted of the traditionsl .. (“before Christ™) 1o reflect the religsous diversity of
o socaety, Similarly, In place of the traditional o . (anao Damimi, or “in the year of
our Lord™), we use the abbreviation ca (“osmmen era”).

sweeping rounds of layoffs. In December, the US.  year-ald from Arvada had thought abow

—_—

but their major objective was to understand how society actu
UF{I’]!“.

Comie (1975, orig. 1851-54) saw sociology as the product ¢
three-stage historical development. During the earliest, the theology
stage, from the beginning of human history to the end of the Eu
pean Middle Ages about 1350 c.g, peaple took a religious view t|
society expressed God's will.

With the dawn of the Renaissance in the fifteenth century, |
theological approach gave way to a metaphysical stage of history
which people saw society as a natural rather than a supernatural s
tem. Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679), for example, suggested that so
ety reflected not the perfection of God so much as the failings o
seffish human nature.

What Comie called the scientific stage of history began with 1|
work of early scientists such as the Polish astronomer Copernic
(1473-1543), the [talian astronomer and physicist Galil
( 1564—1642), and the English physicist and mathematician Iso
MNewton (1642-1727). Comte’s contribution came in applying 1
scientific approach—first used to study the physical world—to 1
study of society.’

"ll]uﬂhﬂt!{nmttiiunn.'llu ancient Curerks snd Bormans viewed the planets as ge
Renalssance metaphysical thinkers saw them s sstral miffuences (glving rise 1o sty
oy} by the time of Galileo, scientists understood planets s natural objects mov
sccording 1o nanural Lows




4 B NOTE: Comte called sociology the “Queen of the Sciences,” an assertion that
F imspired sociclogists ot Brown Univerity to suggest that thelr entire college be

NOTE: A positive function s also termed a enfunciion (eu- is the G
“pood” ), which contrasts with dysfunction (dys- means “ill” or “bs

- rearganized under the socology department.

W' m.lilrr beefiee, but devided after hi“h schoal ta = he |.'n1|H I.hrp ol o recrisit 'III.i.n_"l.It as ﬂl‘h‘ F1 *1 l.llhd o & guy who |l.|.'ll got his I:Itn:lﬂ and
per- L aee il he could make a go of it in the private sec-  August—though September was mone likely. has six months before he has w swn peying, And
. tor fimt In the meantime, his plan is to learn aviation | he can't find & job," Scarcelli said. “The Army is
rugh f Things went pretty well The work was steady, | electronics and eventually cycle back into the pri- | willing @ pay off the loans, snd be can wait four
can L the money was good and Sabatino fgured his  vate sector and work with planes. yrars 1o see what the economy does”
Lary. ambitions of working with airplanes could wait “I'll probably get out when the going is good
lon's awhile. again,” he mid WHAT DO YOU THINK?
yeus Then it all dowed dowr For love of country 1. How doss the suge in military recruiting
He naid when things were going well, he'd have figl. 15t Clans Brett Scarcelli fe pure LS. Army. reflact not just personal choices by Indniduals
ment * | fwe jobs 2 week installing sign on businesses as  Standing in the recruitiag station at Metropolitas bt dsc arger changes in socety?
scen- * well & doing some side pbs with smaller signs.  State College in Denver, he chitches a teninis ball 2. Can you point ta other personal cholces peo-
."'.i"i * But s businesses conatricied, the jobs dried up te  in one hand and never lowers his gaze when tulk- pie &re making that may be nked 1o the
wings sbout one per week. ing to someone. For him, the Army is sbout serv- wonker saonomy? Wihat se they?
It wasn't enough ice o country, Period,
in be I had bills" he said, “They weren't going oway.” But that approach doesn't necessarily work on e F:-..“ﬂwm MI e "T:
they $0 on Thursdwy, Ssbatino found himself sitting  potential secruits. So, Scarcelli s armed with the attend ool e
fairty " I an overheated US, Marine Corps recruiting  things that might matter 1o college students wan- gt Exin.
pro- fatlon in Thornton answering questions about | dering around the Tholi Student Union on the
Mla education and job history and explaining why  Auraria campus. There are incressing tuition
he wanted 10 join. coats, budget cuts at wate universities, and diffi- i e
“3‘:’ Staff Sgu. l..'hn_l Tari durlhﬁ.hrl filled out the culties in getting hired right now araight out of Rice." by Dovid Ad Rocky ) U
€ ad= , Wh told Sabatino that he'd kbave to pasa  college, for instance. a0, Reprinved with the permission of the E W, Scripp
t the pome tests and that, if all went according to plan, The message seema to work. Compans,

- Comie's approach is called positivism, ¢ way of understanding
Basedd on saence. As o positivist, Comte believed that society oper-

recall Emile Durkheim's theory that categories of people with low
social integration |men, Protestants, the wealthy, and the unmarried)

of a L e according to its own laws, much as the physical world operates  are at higher risk of suicide. Sesing Sociology in the News explains one
grcad sccording o gravity and other laws of nature. consequence of the recent economic recession.
uro- By the beginning of the twentieth century, sociology had spread As the next chapter (“Sociological Investigation”) explains, sociol-
that the United States and showed the influence of Comite's ideas. Today,  ogists tewt their theories by gathering evidence using vanous research
sociologists still consider science a crucial part of sociology. But  methods. Durkheim did exactly this, finding out which categornes of
'-"'_'"' _ Chapter 2 (“Sociological Investigation”) explains, we now realize people were more likely to commit suicide and which were less likefy
ryin et human behavior is far more complex than the movement of plan- and then devising a theory that best squared with all available evidence.
§ys- 't or even the actions of other living things. We are creatures of imag- National Map 1-1 on page 14 displays the suicide rate for each of the
0ci- ination and spontaneity, so human behavior can never be fully  fifty smtes.
ofa | explained by any rigid“laws of socicty.” In addition, early sociologist Tn building theory, sociologists face two basic questions What ssues
th as Karl Marx (1818—18R3), whose ideas are discussed in Chap- should we study? And bow should we connect the tacs? In the process
t the P4 ("Society™), were troubled by the striking inequalities of indus-  of answering these questions, sociologists look to one or more theoreti-
s Flal society. They hoped that the new discipline of sociology would  cal approaches as “road maps” Think of 2 theoretical approach as « basic
lileo Just help us understand society but also lead to change toward  image of society that guides thinking and research. Socologists make use
saac ieter social justice. of three major theoretical approaches: the structural-functional appeoach,
: ::c the social-conflict approach, and the symbolic-interaction approsch.
i the
©ciological Theory The Structural-Functional Approach
oo desire to translate observations into understanding brings us o The structural-functional approach is a framework for building
- portant aspect of sociology known as theory. A theory is a stale- theory thui sees society as a cmplex system whoee parts work lopether
wing of how and why specific facs are relaied. The job of sociclogical 10 promiete sobdarity and stability, As its name suggests, this

is to explain wocial behavior in the real world. For example,

approach pointi to social structure, any relatively stable pattern of
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sis on population is covered in Chaprer 22). wlfﬂnﬁﬂlh:hndm

Andrew Carnegie, wrobe the first text>ook on sociolegy. Principles of Sociology, in
1879,
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CHAFTER1

-
b

THE MAP: The highest saicide rates are found in states with low population den-
sty such as

Wyoming and Alaskas. By contrast; densely populated places., includ-

ing New York and the District of Columbis, have low sucide rates,

In the Plaing and Mounitaki regions of thi country,
whars populstion cenaity & very low, psopls are
miore molated snd tEve & higher ram of suicide.

o
theory (. 13) & stsment of how and why specific facts are miated

Dreoretical spprosch o T 3 Dasic wNage OF sOCely Tl pueces Teary o reenarch

structursk-funciional approach (. 17) & Famewerk for bullding fheory hat sees
SOCiety &S § COmpiE Sysiem whose Darts work iDgesher 1D promote solicerty and stabily

wocial structurs @ 17 sy iatvel stable cafiem of ocsl bearaor

social behavior, Social structure gives our lives shape—in families,
the workplace, the classroom, and the community. This approach
also looks for a structure’s social functions, the consequences of any
social pattern for the operanion of sociery as a whole. All social struc-
tures, from a simple handshake to complex religious rituals, func-
tion to keep sodety going, at least in its present form.

The structural-functional approach owes much to Auguste
Comte, who pointed out the need to keep society unified at a time
when many traditions were breaking down, Emile Durkhelm, who
helped establish the study of sociology in French universities, also
based his work on this approach. A third structural-functional pioneer
was the English sociologist Herbert Spencer (1820-1903). Spencer
compared society to the human body. Just as the stractaral parts
of the human body—the skeleton, muscles, and various interpal
organs—function interdependently to help the entire organism
survive, social structures work together to preserve society. The
structural-functional approach, then, leads sociologists w idenify
various structures of society and investigate their functions.

Robert K. Merton (1910-2003) expanded our understanding
of the concept of social function by pointing out that any social
structure probably has many functions, seme maore obvious than
others. He distinguished berween manifest functions, the recog-
nized amd intended consequences aof any social pattern, and latent
fanctions, the unrecognized and unintended consequences of any
wcial pattern. For examiple, the manifest function of the ULS. sys-
tem of higher education is to provide young people with the infor-
mation and skills they need to perform jobs after graduation.
Perhaps just 2 important, although less often acknowledged, is
college’s latent function as 3 “marriage broker,” bringing together

Seeing Ourselves

NATIONAL MAP 1-1
Suicide Rates across the United States

Thia map shows which states have high, average, and low suicice
raies. Look lor patierns. By and iarge. high suicide rates ocour
where peopie ive far apart from one ancther, More densely
popuiated siates have 0w SUICIDE rElm. Do Mess data sopport o
contradict Durkheim's theory of suicide’ Why?

Siarve: Hung o m (2008

young people of similar social backgrounds. Another latent func-
tion of higher education is to limit unemployment by keeping mil-
lions of young people out of the labor market, where many of them
might not easily find johs,

But Merton also recognized that not all the effects of social
structure are good. Thus a social dysfunction is any social pattern
that may disrupt the operation of society. People often dissgres about
what is helpful and what is harmful to society as a whole. In addi-
tion, what s functional for one category of peaple (say, high prof-
its for Wall Street bank executives) may well be dysfunctional for
other categories of people {workers who lose pension funds imvested
in banks that fail, people who cannot pay their mortgages and end
up losing their homes).

—0 CRITICAL REVIEW The main idea of the structurai-
functional approach is s vision of society as stable and orderly.
The main goal of the sociologists who use this approach, then,
is to figure oul “what makas society ticc”

In the mid-1800s, most sociologists favored the structural-
functional approach. In recent decades, however, its influence
has daclined. By focusing on social stability and unity, critics
paoint out, structural-funcionalism ignores iInequalities of social
class, race, and gender, which cause tension and conflict. In
peneral, its focus on stability at the expansa of conflict makas
this approach somewhat consarvative. As g critical responsa,

@ CHECK YOUR LEARNING How do manifest functions
differ from (otent functiora? Give an example of 8 manifest func-
tion and a atemt function of autormobies in the United States.




" "Women and the Birth of Soctology,” in the reader Seeing Ourselves, 8th ed.

RESOURCE: For a closer look at the larger role women played in the development
of sociology, see Patricia Madoo Lengermann and Jill Niebrugge-Brantley,

WOl 45 Comprenensible and changeabie. Her achievements are dll the
impressive in light of her almost total deafness from about the age of twel

(: “Liberals have devised whole disciplines like sociclogy and women's 51
to prove that nothing s anybody's fault” B 1, O'Rourke

Hm the consaquences of a soctal patiern for the operation of society as a whole
! 1

T 1

| manttest functions e recognized ang
imianded consacuences of any social pattam

latent functions the unrecognied
and unintended consaguences of any
social pattarm

| #oslal dystunction any social paiten that may disna the operstion of society

@
social-conflict approach  a fremework for building heory that seas society as an
arara aof inaguaiity that panarates conflict and change

nu-ulﬂutwudl {p. 18

Mw'lllﬁ 2 poirt of view that

focuses on inequality end conflict between women @ point of view that focuses on
and men | inequality and confict between
feminism suppart of soctal acuaity for woman peaple of difterent racial and
and men gtihnig categonies

Social-Conflict Approach

# soclal-conflict approach is a framewark for building theary
i sees society as an arena of inequality that generates con-
and change. Unlike the structural-functional empha-
 on golidarity and stability, this approach highlights
pquality and change. Guided by this approach, which
jeludes the pgender-conflict and race-conflict
paches, sociologists investigate how factors such
class, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orienta-
pn, and age are linked to a society's unequal distri-
tion of money, power, education/ and social
matlge. A conflict analysis rejects the idea that
glal structure promotes the operation of society
it whole, focusing instead on how social patterns
mefit some people while harming others.
; Mugisls using the social-conflict approach
l ongoing conflict between dominant and
ntaged categories of people—the rich in
i to the poor, white people in relation to
J u[:ulor. and men in relation to women. Typically, people on
v o protect their privileges while the disadvantaged try to gain
h themselves.
‘A conflict analysis of our educational system shows how school-
garries class inequality from one generation to the next. For
secondary schools assign students to either college prepara-
.mﬂuna.l training programs. From a structural-functional
of view, such “tracking” benefits everyone by providing school-
fits students’ abilities. But conflict analysis argues that track-
n has less to do with talent than with social background, with
t that well-to-do students are placed in higher tracks while
end up in the lower tracks,
18 young people from privileged families get the best school-
ch leads them to college and later to high-income careers.
Midren of poor families, by contrast, are not prepared for college
ke their parents before them, typically get stuck in low-paying
| both cases, the social standing of one generation is passed on
Jext, with schools justifying the practice in terms of individual
8 & Gintis, 1976; Oakes, 1982, 1985).
any sociologists use the social-conflict approach not just to
ind society but also o bring about societal change that
educe inequality. Karl Marx, whose ideas are discussed at
In | Chapter 4 (“Society”), championed the cause of the work-
Wehat he saw as their battle against factory owners. In a well-
B #tatement (inscribed on his monument in London's
B Cemetery), Marx asserted, “The philosophers have only

ied the world, in various ways; the point, however, is to
e

O

:- s
'|

The soclal-conflict approach points out patterns of inequality in
averyday life. In the TV show Gossip Gir, Jenny Humphrey, a gird from a
modest background, often feels awkward In the presence of her more
affluent classmates. Do you see similar patterns of social inequality on
your campus?

Feminism and the

Gender-Conflict Approach

One important type of social-conflict analysis is the gender-conflict
approach, a point of view that focuses on ineguality and conflict between
women and men. The gender-conflict approach is closely linked to
feminism, support of social equality for wemen and men,

The importance of the gender-conflict approach lies in making
us aware of the many ways in which our way of life places men in
positions of power over women: in the home (where men are usu-
ally considered “head of the household”), in the workplace (where
men earn more income and hold most positions of power), and in
the mass media (how many hip-hop stars are women?).

Another contribution of the gender-conflict approach is mak-
ing us aware of the importance of women to the development of soci-
ology. Harriet Martineau ( 1802-1876) is regarded as the first woman
sociologist. Born to a wealthy English family, Martineau made her
mark in 1853 by translating the writings of Auguste Comte from
French into English. In her own published writings, she documented
the evils of slavery and argued for laws to protect factory workers,
defending workers' right to unionize. She was particularly concerned
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@ MAKING THE GRADE

The leminest @90 gender-Confict moruaches snd Bw e
corfict EDpmach & Bl eamples O SOCHE-COMNCT Teory
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about the postion of women in woiety and fought for changes in
educanion policy so that women could have more options i life than
marruage and raning children.

In the United States, fane Addams | | 860— 1935 was 8 swoonlog-
ical proncer whose contnbutions began in | 459 when she helped
found Hull House., 4 Chicago settlement house that provided asais-
tance to immugrant famibes. Although widely published (she wrote
cleven books and hundreds of articles), Addams chose the life of 2
public activist over that of a university sociologisl, speaking out on
issues involving immigration and the pursuit of peace. Despite the
controversy caused by her pacifism during World War 1. she was
swarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1931.

All chapters of this book consider the importance of gender and
gender inequality. For an in-depth look at feminism and the social
standing of women and men, see Chapter 13 (“Gender Stratification™).

The Race-Conflict Approach

Another important type of social-conflict analysis is the race-con-
flict approach, a point of view that focuses on inequality and conflics

berween people of different racial and ethni categorn. Just s e
have power over women, white people have numerous s
advantages over people of codot. indluding. on average, hagl
moomes, more schooling, better health, and longer |
EXPCCIANCY.

The race-conflict approach sl points out the comt
bunons made by people of color 1o the development
sociobogy. kds Wells Barnett [ 1862-1911 ] was born to o
parcmts but rose 1o become 8 teacher and then a journs
and pewspaper publisher She campaigned tirchonly
racial squality and, sspecially, 1o put an end to the hym
ing of black people. She wrote and leciured about ra

etpuality throaghout ket bife | Lengerman & Nacbrug
Brantley, 1998].
An mmportant ontnbuton to understanding race
the United States was musde by Willuam Fdward Burgha
D Boss (1868-1963). Born o a poor Massachusetts fam
Dwg Bots | pronounced doo-boyss | enrolled at Fuk Unrveruny
Nashville, Tennessee, and then at Harvard Univenity, where
rarned the first dociorate swarded by that unsversty 1o a person
color. Like maont people who follow the socul-conflict appros
whether focusing on class. gender. or race ), Du Bois believed tf
socidogists should try to solve society's problems. He therefore st
sed the black community ( 1967, ong. 1899), spoke out against ra
mnequaiity, and swrved a4 3 founding member of the National Ax
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 1
Thinking About Diversity box takes a closer look at the ideas
W. E. B. Du Bon

—0 CRIMCAL REVIEW The various social-confict approache
have ganed a large following in recent decades, but like oths
approaches, they have mel with criticesm. Because any confiic
analyns focuses on inequality, # ey Qnones how shared value
and interdependence unify members of & socety. In addition, sa
critics. 10 the extent that the conflict approaches pursue politics
goala, they cannot cism scentific objectivity. Supporters of socia
conflict approaches respond thal alf theomstical spproaches hay
political consaquances.

A final criticiam of both the structural-functional and th
social-conflict approaches s that they pan socksty in bros
strokes—in terma of “tamily,” “social clasa.” “race,” and so or
A third type of theoretical analysis—Iihe symbolic-interactio
approach—views society less in ganeral terms and mors as th
evaryddy experiences of individual people

—0 CHECK YOUR LEARNING Why do you think sociolo
gists characterize the social-conflict approach as “activist™
What Is it actively trving to achieve?
















DISCUSS: Ask students to explain how sociological generalizations differ from
common stereotypes. The box identifies three differences.

DISCUSS: Ask the class to answer the questions at the end of the
develop a class discussion,

flect

—0 SEEING SOCIOLOGY
in Everyday Life

Can you recll hoaning SOMeone Use & Ehermofye RO SCMe
category of sludents on your campus” How vasd 0 you Tink

“‘ parsotype a smglifked cescription applied io every person in some category

tha simnoctype &7

i. For -
d in l ‘!r" Is Sociology Nothing More than Stereoty pes?
dyv ol 'i, f Q o
than 2 AT
posi-
have JEMA: (raising her eyes from her notebook) sounding more like a “put-down™ than a fair- |8 about to and his own life. (iImagine rehusing to
foot- 2 Today in sociology class, we talked aboult  minded observation. lend money to & rcommais who happens to be
itv of | werectypes. What about soclology? If our discipline o Baptist, explaining, “Wall, given the way pec-
vﬁit: Mancu: (irying to focus on her science mb) OK, iooks for social patterna and makes generaliza-  ple like you commit suicida, | might never get
here's ore: Roommates don't fe to be disturbed  /ons, does i nprees sterectypes? The anawer  paid back!®™)
Esaa when they' = sucyng. ' i no, for thres masons. Firt, sociologiats do nol Second, sociologists shape their general-
L Jma: Seriousiy, my studious friend, we all have mmwmmum |zmmmlnthtnﬂmlm.km.hcm
oy in m category. Second, sociologists make sure  version of the statement Yannina made in class
anily '_' that & genaralization squares with the available s that on aversge, the LS. populstion does
with Mncs: pecoming faintly interestec) Lie what? . snd third, sociologists offer ganeniize- have a high standard of living, almost everyone
Jmns: Profeseor Chandier said today inclass that ' . fie mindedly, with an interast in galting at  in our socisty doss mary at some point |n ife,
you'm a Protestant. you're Basly 1o i yourse. And g pen, and although few people teke pleasure in
Than Yannina—ihis girl from, | think. Ecuador—says Jena remembered her professor saying  divorcing, our divorce rate is also among the
something ke, “You Amencans ae fch, you MaTY.  aihough not in quite the same words) that the  world's highest.
nter- | 8 you love o divoroel™ wpcide rate among Frotestants is higher than Third, sociologists try to be fair-minded and
iand Mancia: My brother said to me last week that  gmong Catholica or Jews, Based on informa-  want fo get at the truth, The statement made by
1pre- | “sverybody knows you have 10 be black t0  tion presented earfier in this chapler, thal is 8 Marcia's brother, about African Amaricans and
10rts  play professional basketball.” Now there's & trus statement. However, the wity Jena incor-  basketball, is =n unfair stersotype rather than
- wiereotypa’ rectly reporied the classroom remark—"If good sociology for two ressona. First, it s aim-
siler. r you're & Protestent, you're lkely to kill your- ply not trus, and second, it seems motivated by
1g of | College students, like everyons sise, are quick  sel"—is not good sociclogy. It s not & true  bias rather than truth-seeking.
n the - jo make genetalizations aboul people. And ns  Qeneralization becauss the vasi majorty of The: bottom line s that good sociological gen-
| thia chapter has explained, sociologista, loo,  Protastants do no such thing. it would be ust  cralizations are nol the same as hammiul steneo-
' love 1o generalize by looking for social pal- 88 Wrong 10 jump 1o the conchusion that 2 par-  typing. A college sociclogy course is an excellent
over faene. However, beginning students of sociol  ticular friend, becauss he = a Protestant male,  setfing for gefting @t the truth behind commen
self- “ogy may wonder i generalizations aren't stermotypes. The classmom sncourages dis-
n to _ mally the same thing as stereotypes, For cussion and offers the factual information
1 feel EEAmple. are the atatermants mported by you need o decide whather § particulsr
who ‘Jona and Marcia trus generallzations or statermant s 8 vakd socologeal generalizs-
d his falsa steroctypes? Ton or st & sterectype
dent i Lat's firat be clear that a stersotype is
WL . simpitfied description applied fo avary WHAT DO YOU THINKT
B 1 G o o camen s
ton i g of socwiogsts? What i 17 After med-
L Box |s a steractype that (a falaa for thres this bos. do otil think it is
- masona. First, rathar than describing :u':' e
, aach statemant dascribea
Win- peraan in some category In exactly 2 Do you think taking & SOCI0IOgy COUSe
pams way, second, even though can help cormect peopie’s sterectypes?
log- slersotypes often contaln an sle- Wiy or why not?
ap- of truth, each statement ignores 3. Can you think of & stersotyps of your
you and distorts reality; and third, each A sociology ciassroom is @ good place 10 get ot the own thal might be challenged by socio-
om- it seems 1o be motiveted by bias,  tnith behind common stereotypes. logical analysis?




VISUAL SUMMARY: The Visual Summary can be wsed as a brief set of lecture
mistes for this chapter.
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The Sociological Perspective
What Is the Sociological Perspective?

roubdien inin public Esues.
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= What we commonly think of 1a personal choics—wheltes oF ol 10 §o 10 college, how many childnen
we wnill have, evan Tt GACIRON 10 end ouwr own ife—a Bfected by social forces

= Puter Bamer described the soCoogical porpecive & “weeng T genanal in tha paricute
« . 'Wright Milla called this pont ol view the “socological imagination,” caiming i ransionms persons!
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Applying the Sociological Perspective

Ressarch by soDoiogsts plays &0 important rmie in
rrapng public policy

On o parsonal lewel, using e soCiological
pEmpeCtve heips us See Te DOPOrLNItes and limits
in our lives and ermpowery Us 10 be active citfzena

A Backgrund in socology 18 gacellen praparation
for guccess it many differen camsen.

Origins of Sociology

global perspective (5. 5 e cucy of e lrper word |
and our society's place in 8

tigh-Income countries (3 5 nations wei T Fegret
avnrafl standaros of vng

middie-income coumires B 5 nalions with 3
standard of Sving aboad avevaQe R Te word A8 A
whioks

lrw-income countriss (. 7) nafiors with & Iow
SIS Cf BTG 1) WHAER MK (ORI W [oer

s N
RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE 1 Mg axgnizenth and

TnEtseth Centunes mste peopE more aware of

thesr surroundinga and heiped irgger e

Development of SOy

= The rise of am industrial economy moved work
from homess o faciones, wankanmg the tadiions
Tt hag guaded community e for cantures

* The explosive growih of ciles crested many
socisl probiems, such s orime end homessaness.

+ Poiifical changs basad on idems of ndividual
libarty and indivmdual nghts sncouraged pesopie o

-
AUGUSTE COMTE named socmiogy 0 1818 fo

rinacribe & new way of lookong ol society

= Eary philosopihers had iried 1o describe the ideal
wcly

* Comie wanted o (nderstand aociety as it realy s
by using pasitivism, a wiy of understanding
basad on scisnce,

* Karl Misrx and many |aler socipiogests wied
socinkogy tn try in make sockety Detle

Quastion the Srucire of soosty
s
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*  The countries thal expenanced the most rapld soctsl chanpe were Mose @ wivch sociolagy devaioped first
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Sociological Theory

A THEDRY stwizs how tacly e relaled, weaving observations o @sighl and underssanding.
Socipigsts uss Deed magl THEDRETICAL APPROACHES to dascribe the opevafion of society.
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| papiores how social struchires—oaters of Ineguality crestes confic! and cAURS Change.

A Deharvior, such @3 religioun mhuals or femily ihe— * Harl Mars heiged densiog e SoCial-confect

; work gether to halp society operate Fo0pmach

0 * AuQusle Comte, Emila Durhanm, and Herben + The gender-confiict approach, ke i isminiam.
Spancad tiped devesop he structural-functionad focuses o ways @ whach sociely pLCES mon in
apprach paaitions of powes ower women. Harret Martiness

& Thoms Merion pointed out that socisl struches I8 FEgRded &5 M Mral Womin Socaingis.
S S50 EEoct fumotions and Satemt Rentiens: + The rece-conflicl spproach focuses on ™

e aisn aentied sockal dyshunctions as
Edvantges—nciuding highal income, mon
pattems that may denipt e oparation of socmly and oves

b m o white peoply pver pecpee of coioe
» W E B. Du Bos identifiad he "goublo
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Tha SYMBOLIC-INTERACTION APPAOACH ntudisn how peophe in averyday mIarachion. construct romsty,
» Max Webars ciam Tat peopia's Dellals and velues shape sociaty (8 the basis of e soci-inemction

BpDIOach.
* Social-sschangs anofysi sliles that socal e @ guaded by what sach pemon stands [0 Q&in of lome Fom e
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Applying the Approaches: The Sociology of Sports

of Sports

Fmtiﬂlﬂ-ﬂdmummw
facts are rembed

Mheonstical spprosch (. 17 @ basic imago of nocety
thrl guities kg 3N fesanth
wiructursi-hmnctional approach @ 131 & famswonn
for fesiding Mwory et set socay @ @ Compiex
Fyern whos pirts work hgether o promaote sodarity
= bty

socisl structurs (o 3 any retGively sibie pattem of
SOCiE Danavion

pocial hancllens ([ 14) e consegquances of ey social
et for G operation of sociaty a8 & whos
rusitunt fanctions (. 14) the recogrred and inseced
Cormncences Of any socisl pasem

latenl functions (p. 14) ™é unrecognized end
imirtended conmequences of any socil pafem
socisl dysfunction (o 14) any socal patiem Tt ey
digrias e operation af ociahy

socisl-confiicl approach (b 15 & Femework for
buldng theory Thal sees sociefy a8 an amna of
raduality that penenies corfict and cEnge
geruiar-confilcl spproech ([ 15 a paint of view Tul
focuses on weguaty ang confcl Detwesn womes snd
]

fmminism 0. 1 5) support of sooial eousily for women
o men
rece-conflict approach (. 15 a point of view fhat
focusas on inaqualty end cooflict Detweon poopis of
different measl ana swie cotegorien

mscro-ievel orisntation (. | 7) 0 broad foous o socal
sructues Tt shape soculy o @ whle
micro-lewel orfentadion (p. 17) & cose-op focus on
wCal nemction in specsic weusion

SYMOOIC- INrBcton sporoach [ 17) A Hamewos
for building teory Sl sees socety an e product of

Il averytiay ireracsons of individuats
N .

The slructural- funclicnad apomach iooks 41 Mow 3ports e sooety fnction smocthly.
- & Manifest functions of sports include providing recrastion, 3 mesns of getting i physcal shage, and a relatively

harmises way 10wt off staam
# it hanctiorss of 5porta include Dullng sommsl relsBonships and craating Mhoceanas of obs.

s and Conflict

Sports as Interaction

Epprnach ooks 8 T linka

porty and ol isegusity,
oty Pave beneditad man moane Tan

The social-intoraction aperoach looks al the different

mesnings and undersindings peaple have of sporis.

= \Within & wam, piayers affect oach ofher's
understanding of e sporL

+ The macton of the public can sfect how players
percenes thair sport

WO are scoessdle Mainy o 2Muent

aeriminanon s m professional spoeia.

stersotype 0 21) 8 simpified descripton appiled to
EVETY [ErSON In BN CAtRgOry

+  Socelogy felps us undestand the affersnce
Dt wed-grounded peneraianong and




