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Fall 
Email: rgarcia43@saddleback.edu
Tel: 949.582.4832

Office Hours: Tues. 1:30-3:30; Wed. 10:30-11:30am; Thurs. 8:00pm-10:00pm

Texts:  Stanford, C., Allen, J. & Antón, S. (Eds.) (2010) Exploring Biological Anthropology: The Essentials. (2nd ed). New Jersey, NY: Prentice Hall.
Contact Info: When emailing me please include the ticket number in the subject line of your email.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Discuss evolutionary theory, both before and after Charles Darwin, and how it relates to human origins and behavior.

2. Explain the differences between science and faith. 

3. Describe the four forces, or biological mechanisms, of evolutionary change including mutation, gene flow, genetic drift, and natural selection.

4. Explain the origin and evolution of primates.

5. Distinguish between the different primate taxonomic groupings.

6. Compare and contrast the behavioral patterns found in the different primate taxonomic groups. 

7. Use key fossils to demonstrate human evolution, particularly as it relates to anatomical changes associated with bipedalism, changes in the size and structure of the brain, and the development of culture.

8. Discuss theories of human origins using current fossil and genetic evidence.

9. Describe some of the adaptive reasons for human physical variation.

10. Articulate an anthropological perspective on biological ancestry and race. 

Course Requirements 
Exams: There will be two 1.5 hour exams, each covering half of the course. Exams will be comprised of multiple choice and short answer essay questions. Although lectures will remain open until the exam due date, any indication that they are being used directly to respond to exam questions will result in an “F” for the exam. 

Important: Exams are not open book nor open notes. Any evidence of either will result in an “F” for the exam.

NO MAKE UP EXAMS WILL BE PERMITTED: The instructor is under no obligation to give makeup examinations. In the event of a medical emergency, you must provide written proof from a physician or medical practitioner.  

Work Quality: You have enrolled in a college course, therefore your work should be at this level. I have a certain level of expectation regarding your writing. Writing is necessary in almost every career and people always notice someone who does it well. Therefore, take time to edit your discussion entries before submitting them. You will be graded on content, spelling and punctuation.
Academic Dishonesty: Academic dishonesty including plagiarism, cheating on exams and submitting similar work to that of another classmate will be dealt with by the student receiving an automatic “F” grade for the course. 

Drops: Students who do not attend for 2 consecutive classes may be dropped from the course. Please be sure to contact me if you are unable to access the course site for any extended period of time and do not want to be dropped. Always contact me if you need help. But, please do not rely on me to drop you from the course. 
Course Grading:
A students perform at an exceptional level. Overall participation and attitude are exemplarary. Exams are completed above and beyond what is required. Essays are clear and include student’s own examples to help explain the material. Posters (if assigned) are neat, clear, and presentation is exemplarary.
B students demonstrate a complete level of understanding of the subject with some minor flaws. A noticeable effort is evident in the exams. Participation is very active. Seeking advice for room for improvement distinguishes the “A” student form the “B” student.

C students have an average understanding of the class material. Participation and exams are at a standard level of requirement. A “good enough” attitude dominates, but they have sought help from me. This effort will separate the “D” student from the “C” student.

D students have a lower than average understanding of class assignments. Exam scores are low and minimal study time is allotted.  Participation is almost completely lacking and the student when called upon has not done the reading. 

F students should have dropped from day one after reading this syllabus. Little to no effort is put into discussions, exams, and participation. No fulfillment of student learning outcomes is predicted. These students are uninterested in the course and in working toward a positive class experience.

You know what kind of student you are by this point. If you are new to a college, you are going to need a great deal of motivation and self-discipline. These efforts will be rewarded by receiving grades corresponding to your dedication. Make an effort and I will take note, clearly disregarding requirements will result in a poor grade or by my dropping you from class.

You can determine you grade by taking the total points accrued and dividing that by the total points possible. You will get a value equal to the percentage. The following is the percentage distribution and the corresponding grade.

A= 100%-90

B= 89-80
   C= 79-70
       D= 69-60

 F= 59% and below

Point Distribution:









Midterm and Final Exams:
200 (100 each)

Chapter quizzes:

238
Total:



438
Students with Disabilities:
Students who have a documented disability are advised to contact me. You may email and provide me with required information regarding accommodations. If you feel you may need assistance, but have no confirmed diagnosis, contact me or the Special Services office:  (949)582-4249; Office location: SSC113 (Student Services Center 113; first floor); Website: www.saddleback.edu/serv/couns/dsps/
Scientific Method and Science Viewpoint:
This class satisfies the general education requirement in Biological/Life Sciences.  As such, the class is taught from a scientific point of view, using the scientific method (hypotheses building and testing) and scientific facts (having gone through the scientific method).  We will be examining biological relationships and behavioral similarities between nonhuman primates (monkeys and apes) and humans, in addition to studying the evolution of hominids (bipedal primates) from the common ancestor we share with chimpanzees and bonobos.  While I realize that some of you have a belief system regarding how humans were created that may contradict the scientific theory of evolution, in this class you are required to base all of your answers to assignments and test questions on the scientific evidence of evolution, not on your religious ideology.  If you find it impossible to segregate your religious beliefs in the context of this course, I would suggest that you drop the class.  If you do include your religious ideology in your answer, rather than the course required responses, you will receive a zero on the assignment or test answer.

Personal Statement:
I will always answer your email and voice messages. It may take me a day or two at the most, but I will. I encourage you to email me and schedule an appointment if you need personal time. However, be sure to take the time to look through the syllabus before contacting me as your question is probably answered there.

My goal is to provide you with any information that will help you in your academic career goals. My scope of experience includes human evolution, human osteology, archaeology, and forensic anthropology as well as bioarchaeology and growth and development. 

All dates and information contained in this syllabus are tentative and subject to change at my discretion.  Changes will be discussed in class; therefore it is your responsibility to be aware of the changes. 
Assignment Schedule- 
	Dates
	Assignments

	Week 1


	Scientific Method

Natural Selection & the Forces of Evolution

Read: 1-27, Ch. 5 
Quizzes: 1 and 2
Video: Evolution: mechanisms of change & why sex?

	Week 2


	Genetics & Heredity

Read: Ch. 3 and Ch. 4 

Quizzes: 3 and 4

Cracking the Code of Life: Tay-Sachs

	Week 3


	History of Anthropology and Racism

Read: Ch. 6 and Ethics, Race, and Racism ppt.

How to become a fossil.
Quiz: 5 

	Week 4

Exam 1 
	Primates & Becoming Human

Read: Ch. 7 and Ch. 8 

Article: “Exploring Our Basic Human Nature: Are Humans Inherently Violent?”

Quizzes: 6,7 and 8
Exam 1: 2-8

	Week 5


	Early Hominids to Homo erectus
Read: pages 201-211; Ch. 10 and Ch. 11
Quizzes: 9 and 10 
Archaic Homo sapiens & Neandertals
Read: Ch. 12


	Week 6


	Emergence of Modern Humans

Read: Ch. 13
Article: A late Neanderthal associated with Upper

Palaeolithic artifacts
Quizzes: 11 and 12


	Week 7


	Evolution of the Brain, Language, & Behavior

Read: Ch. 14  

Article:  A Biological Understanding of Human Nature

Quiz: 13


	Week 8

Final Exam2 
	Exam Review

Final exam: chapters 6, 10 - 14




















