The Art Institute of California – Inland Empire
Course Syllabus
Course number: SB113 A
Course Title: Sociology
Class Meetings: T 8:00-12:00PM
Session/Year:  Winter 2010
Instructor Name: Mr. Menzing
Email Address: tmenzing@aii.edu
Website: www.saddleback.edu/faculty/tmenzing
Phone: 

Instructor Availability Outside of Class: TBA
Sociology
Course Description: This course serves as the platform for the field of sociology. What is sociology and what do we do with the sociological perspective? This course introduces students to the concepts, theories, and phenomena within sociology. Sociology is the study of human organization in such diverse forms as friendships, communities, institutions, and societies. Sociologists study specialized forms of social organization such as family, race, labor, immigration, religion, and political participation.

This course aims to expose students to a range of topics that inform the sociological perspective. We will also learn what the sociological perspective is not. Students will emerge with a deeper appreciation of the relationship between their private experiences and the social world around them, from small group interaction to global issues of inequality, power struggles, and manipulation.
Course Length: 4 hours 
11 Weeks

Contact Hours: 44
Lecture:  4 hours per week
Credit Value: 4 Credits

Anticipated Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
• Describe and compare the order and conflict perspective.

• Describe and compare the primary theoretical perspectives used in sociology.

• Describe and compare the main sociological research methods, including assumptions,

  advantages and disadvantages embedded in them.

• Describe the stages of development at the individual and social levels.

• Comprehend issues related to race, gender, and class.

• Develop a synthesized sociological perspective.

• Apply the sociological perspective to current events.

Course Prerequisites: None 
Required Text(s):

· Sociology: A Global Perspective (7th Edition) by Joan Ferrante (in bookstore) ISBN: 9780495390916
· Nickel and Dimed: On Not Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich ISBN:  0805088385
Recommended Text(s): selected handouts

Materials and Supplies: Paper, pen, dictionary

Method of Instruction: Lecture

Estimated Homework Hours: 4

Technology Needed:  Access to a computer, word processing program, disks, and printer

Assessment Criteria & Methods of Evaluation: 
4 Exams (15% ea.)  ………. 60% 

1 Essay ……….................... 10%

Attendance ………………...10%
Final Exam ……………….. 20%
                                              100%
Students are required to submit a book review/research essay on Nickel and Dimed..  The essay should be 4-5 pages in length, double spaced and typed.  The essay is worth 10% of your overall score (1 letter grade).  The essay is due on the date of the Final Exam.  The essay may be turned in early but late papers will not be accepted.  The essay must be submitted to Turnitin.com.  Just go to “New Users,” fill out the appropriate information and then use the following pass codes:

Class ID:  3062331
Password: Nickel
Finally, attendance will count for 10% of students overall grade.  Not counting the week of the final, there are ten class meetings.  Each class meeting will be assessed at 1% of your overall score (for a total of 10%).  If you are late or leave early, your score for that particular class meeting will be adjusted accordingly. 

Homework and late assignments:  Keep up with the reading schedule

All assignments must have clear criteria and objectives to meet. All students shall be treated equitably. It will be that student’s right to know his/her grade at any reasonable point that information is requested by that student. The criteria for determining a student’s grade shall be as follows (on a percentage of total point basis):
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Exams: All exams are in-class, multiple choice, matching and true/false questions.  Each exam will consist of 60 questions.  There are four in class exams (weeks 3, 5, 8 and 10).  There is also a Final Exam (week 11) which is comprehensive (100 questions).  All exams are timed.  The exams will begin promptly at 8:15 AM and conclude at 9:30 PM (The final exam also begins at 8:15 AM and lasts for two hours).  Students will NOT be given more time for being late!  If you are late for an exam that means you will have less time to complete the exam.
Make-up Exam Policy: There are no make-up exams!  Unless there is a documented reason for missing and exam (e.g., medical) I will not allow it.  If you miss an exam I will substitute the missing score with your final exam score.  If you miss more than one exam you will receive a “zero” for the second missed exam. Please do not ask me to make up an exam without proper documentation (subject to verification).

Classroom Policies:
· Class time will be spent in a productive manner.

· All work must be received by the set deadlines.

· On-time projects may be redone with instructor approval.

· No food allowed in computer labs at any time. Drinks in re-closeable bottles allowed in classroom.

· If student elects to eat/drink outside class or lab door, missed time is recorded as absent.

· Attendance is taken on a regular basis. Tardiness or absence is recorded in 15-minute increments.

· Break times are scheduled by the instructor at appropriate intervals.

· No private software is to be brought to lab or loaded onto school computers.

· No software games are allowed in lab (unless in course curriculum).

· Headphones are required if listening to music in computer labs. No headphones are allowed during lecture.

· To receive special accommodations for a documented disability, the student must present their letter of accommodation to the instructor by the end of the first day of class. This letter should be obtained each quarter from the Student Affairs department. Any resulting class performance problems that may arise for those who do not identify their needs will not receive any special grading considerations.

· ID Badges must be visible at all times on campus.  

Teaching and learning are most likely to take place where the classroom environment is one characterized by mutual respect and freedom from unnecessary distractions. Below are some comments regarding the responsibilities of instructors and students in maintaining a healthy classroom environment.

I will adhere to these guidelines to the best of my ability and I expect you to do likewise.

Vital to the whole notion of a university is the free exchange of ideas. Such an exchange is more likely in an atmosphere free from ridicule, insults, or personal attacks. Instructors must deal with their students in a respectful fashion. Likewise, students must demonstrate respect in their communications with instructors and other students. Late arrivals and early departures decrease the learning time available, interrupt the flow of class, and are distracting to all. Both the instructor and the student need to be in the classroom and ready to begin class at the scheduled starting time. Except in the case of sudden illness or other emergency, early departures should be avoided. If because of extraordinary circumstances, a student knows that he or she has to leave early, that student should let the instructor know before class and sit in a location where he or she can depart with minimal interruption. The instructor should be careful to avoid keeping the students in class past the scheduled ending time. In turn, students should refrain from packing up their belongings and/or leaving prior to being dismissed by the instructor.

It is also distracting when students engage in private conversations, talk on a cell phone, listen to

headphones, read the newspaper, or text message during class discussions. Cell phones, palm pilots, and similar devices (iPods, etc.) must be adjusted so that they do not ring, beep, or vibrate during class (turn them OFF).  The exercise of common courtesy on the part of both the instructor and the students will enhance the success of this class. Please notify the instructor during the first week of any special accommodations you may need

Other Notes: Students are expected to have read the entire chapter prior to discussion in class. The syllabus is subject to change.
Students with Disabilities:

The Art Institute of California is committed to providing qualified students with a disability an equal opportunity to access the benefits, rights and privileges of school services, programs and activities.  The Art Institute of California provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities. 

Accommodation requests should be submitted as far in advance as possible.  It is the responsibility of the student to contact the Student Services Department to initiate this process.  The Student Services Department will assist qualified students with disabilities in acquiring reasonable and appropriate accommodations.

Attendance Policy:

Successful completion of a course is dependent upon regular attendance in the classroom. Critical information is delivered through lecture, critique and student interaction. Missing more than 20% of the course hours (or 2 weeks) is fundamentally prohibitive to student success.

It is strongly recommended that any student who – for ANY reason – misses more than 2 weeks worth of instructional hours meet with their instructor for an evaluation. The instructor reserves the right to determine the feasibility of the student potential for avoiding a failing grade and successfully demonstrating all of the gradable course competencies within the class time remaining. If the instructor determines that the student still retains the potential to demonstrate all of the gradable course competencies then the student will be granted the option of attempting a passing grade. If an evaluation meeting has not taken place before 30% or 3 weeks of absence, the student can receive a failing grade for the course.

Lecture/Lab classes (4 hours)
20% = 2 Weeks = 8 hours
30% = 3 Weeks = 12 hours

Culinary Lab classes (5 hours)
20% = 2 Weeks = 10 hours
30% = 3 Weeks = 15 hours


(10 hours)
20% = 2 Weeks = 20 hours
30% = 3 Weeks = 30 hours

Student Conduct Policy:

The Art Institute of California expects its students and employees to conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times.  In addition, the Art Institute has a strict policy which disallows sexual harassment of either students or employees.  All students or employees are encouraged to report any professional or sexual misconduct to the Director of Student Services. Here are a few requests in line with the basic rules of common courtesy:

Academic Dishonesty:

Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty while pursuing their studies at The Art Institute. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: plagiarism and cheating, misuse of academic resources or facilities, and misuse of computer software, data, equipment or networks.

Plagiarism is the use (copying) of another person’s ideas, words, visual images, or audio samples, presented in a manner that makes the work appear to be the student’s original creation. All work that is not the student’s original creation, or any idea or fact that is not “common knowledge,” must be documented properly to avoid even accidental infractions of the honor code.

Cheating is to gain an unfair advantage on a grade by deception, fraud, or breaking the rules set forth by the instructor of the class. Cheating may include but is not limited to: copying the work of others; using notes or other materials when unauthorized; communicating to others during an exam; and any other unfair advantage as determined by the instructor.

Commitment to Excellence – Reading/Writing/Comprehension:

While the principal goal of this course is the acquisition of knowledge in the subject area, students should be aware that The Art Institute of California requires that research on a particular topic, and clear and effective writing be an integral part of the learning process.

Library Assignment: 

All students will need to utilize the Library for research and reference throughout the quarter. The Library is a valuable source for finding design ideas that will be needed for this course, i.e.: inspiration and design fundamentals for mid-term and final projects; locating popular trends in design, illustration and photography; referencing past award winning designs which may be used as a guide; identifying benchmarks or referencing competent design works. 
 Student Art Work:

All student work, which has not already been returned during the quarter, will be available for pickup no later than 5:00 pm, Monday of the first week of break.  Any work NOT picked up by that date and time will be discarded unless other arrangements have been made.  Students must take responsibility for their art work.

Suggested Weekly Outline (Lecture and Homework)
Week 1: Lecture: The Sociological Imagination

  Homework: Chapter 1 
Week 2: Lecture: Culture

  Homework: Chapter 3
Week 3: Lecture: Socialization

  Homework: Chapter  4

  EXAM #1 (8:15-9:30 AM)
Week 4: Lecture: Deviance, Conformity and Social Control

  Homework: Chapter 7
Week 5: Lecture: Social Stratification

  Homework: Chapter 8
  EXAM #2 (8:15-9:30 AM)
Week 6: Lecture: Racial and Ethnicity

  Homework: Chapter 9
Week 7: Lecture: Gender

  Homework: Chapter 10
Week 8: Lecture: Economics and Politics

  Homework: Chapter 11

  EXAM #3 (8:15-9:30 AM)
Week 9: Lecture: Religion

  Homework: Chapter 14
Week 10: Lecture: Social Change

    Homework: Chapter 16

    EXAM #4 (8:15-9:30 AM)
Week 11: FINAL EXAM (8:15-10:15 AM)

    Essay due to turnitin.com
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