The Art Institute of California – Orange County

Course Syllabus

Course number: SB313 B
Course Title: World Conflict

Class Meetings:  M 5:30-9:30 PM
Session/Year: Fall 2009
Instructor Name: Mr. Menzing
Email Address: temenzing@aii.edu
Website:  www.saddleback.edu/faculty/tmenzing
Phone: 714-830-0200 ext. 3363
Instructor Availability Outside of Class: A110 M-W 11:30-12:30; F SSC 11:30-1:00

World Conflict

Course Description: 

Students will explore the concepts of cooperation, competition and conflict on a variety of levels.  Specific areas of the world will be chosen to illustrate the effects of natural resources, religion, population, technology and politics on human cooperation.

Please note that I am of the Jean Paul Sartre school of teaching philosophy --- which means: NO EXCUSES!  This is your education and you are totally responsible to fulfill all of the course requirements.
Course Length: 4 hours 
11 Weeks

Contact Hours: 44
Lecture:  4 hours per week
Credit Value: 4 Credits

Anticipated Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Define nationalism and isolationism within an international historical context. 

· Define the role of nation building, colonialism and imperialism and assess their impact upon world conflict.

· Define the underpinnings for conflict between nations and within national groups.

· Identify the elements contributing to social, political and cultural conflict.

· Differentiate and provide examples of historical conflict and cooperation using group self identification based upon social class, religious affiliation or language group.  

Course Prerequisites: None 
Required Text(s):

· Global Problems and the Culture of Capitalism, Richard Robbins, Allyn &    Bacon, 3e, (paperback) ISBN: 0205407412
· By the Lake of Sleeping Children by Luis Urrea ISBN: 978-0385484190
Recommended Text(s): Selected handouts
Materials and Supplies: Paper, pen, dictionary

Method of Instruction:  Lecture/Discussion
Estimated Homework Hours: 4 hours/week
Technology Needed:  Access to computer with a word processing program, internet, and printer.

Assessment Criteria & Methods of Evaluation:

In-class exams (15% each)
60%

*Essay
10%

Attendance
10%
Comprehensive Final Exam
20%

Final Exam is mandatory!
Essay Assignment

Students are required to submit a book review of Luis Urrea’s By the Lake of Sleeping Children.  The essay is worth 10% of your overall score (1 letter grade).  The essay is due on the date of the Final Exam.  The Essay MUST be turned into www.Turnitin.com by midnight on the day of the Final Exam.  Turnitin needs a Class ID and Password:

Class ID:   2316062
Password: NGO1

*Please note that although this essay is worth 10% of your overall score (up to one letter grade), you MUST complete the assignment to pass the course.  If you do not complete this assignment you will receive an “F” in the course, regardless of your other assessments.
Attendance 

Finally, attendance will count for 10% of students overall grade.  Not counting the week of the final, there are ten class meetings.  Each class meeting will be assessed at 1% of your overall score (for a total of 10%).  If you are late or leave early, your score for that particular class meeting will be adjusted accordingly. 

Homework and late assignments: Keep up with the reading schedule
Extra Credit Assignments:     Students will have the opportunity to visit the “Museum of Tolerance” at some point during the semester.  If you choose to attend the museum you should take your student “ID” card (for a reduced price ticket).  The museum is closed Saturdays.  In order to

receive extra credit students must attach their ticket receipt to the biography of a child that was a victim of the Holocaust (you will learn the fate of the child when you exit the museum).  Students should bring this single page biography (with the receipt stapled to it) to the Final Exam.  The Final Exam score will be adjusted upward by one letter grade (10%).

Museum of Tolerance
Simon Wiesenthal Plaza
9786 West Pico Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90035
General Information: 310-553-8403

All assignments must have clear criteria and objectives to meet. All students shall be treated equitably. It will be that student’s right to know his/her grade at any reasonable point that information is requested by that student. The criteria for determining a student’s grade shall be as follows (on a percentage of total points basis):

A
100-93

A-
92-90

B+
89-87


B
86-83


B-
82-80


C+
79-77

C
76-73


C-
72-70


D+
69-67


D
66-65


F
64 or below

Engrade: Student grades will be posted on engrade.com --- After registration (takes about 2 minutes) students will be able to track their progress by entering the following formula: engrade-tmenzing-six digit student ID # (e.g., 000000) --- engrade-tmenzing-000000
Exams: All exams are in-class, multiple choice, matching and true/false questions.  Each exam will consist of 60 questions.  There are four in class exams (weeks 3, 5, 8 and 10).  There is also a Final Exam (week 11) which is comprehensive (100 questions).  All exams are timed.  The exams will begin promptly at 7:30 AM and conclude at 8:45 PM (The final exam also begins at 7:30 AM and lasts for two hours).  Students will NOT be given more time for being late!  If you are late for an exam that means you will have less time to complete the exam.

Make-up Exam Policy: There are no make-up exams!  Unless there is a documented reason for missing and exam (e.g., medical) I will not allow it.  If you miss an exam I will substitute the missing score with your final exam score.  If you miss more than one exam you will receive a “zero” for the second missed exam. Please do not ask me to make up an exam without proper documentation (subject to verification).

Grading Thresholds:

Please note that the grade-level thresholds are designed for a reason.  I will NEVER “round up” a grade.  For example 79.99% is a “C+” --- Please do not ask me to change your grade because you are “so close”!

Also, please note that a “D” is a passing grade at The Art Institute.  
Classroom Policies:

· Class time will be spent in a productive manner.

· All work must be received by the set deadlines.

· On-time projects may be redone with instructor approval.

· No food allowed in computer labs at any time. Drinks in recloseable bottles allowed in classroom.

· If student elects to eat/drink outside class or lab door, missed time is recorded as absent.

· Attendance is taken on a regular basis. Tardiness or absence is recorded in 15-minute increments.

· Break times are scheduled by the instructor at appropriate intervals.

· No private software is to be brought to lab or loaded onto school computers.

· No software games are allowed in lab (unless in course curriculum).

· Headphones are required if listening to music in computer labs. No headphones are allowed during lecture.

· To receive special accommodations for a documented disability, the student must present their letter of accommodation to the instructor by the end of the first day of class. This letter should be obtained each quarter from the Student Affairs department. Any resulting class performance problems that may arise for those who do not identify their needs will not receive any special grading considerations.

· ID Badges must be visible at all times on campus.  

Students with Disabilities:

The Art Institute of California – Orange County is committed to providing qualified students with a disability an equal opportunity to access the benefits, rights and privileges of school services, programs and activities.  The Art Institute of California – Orange County provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities. 

Accommodation requests should be submitted as far in advance as possible.  It is the responsibility of the student to contact the Student Services Department to initiate this process (714-830-0239).  The Student Services Department will assist qualified students with disabilities in acquiring reasonable and appropriate accommodations.

Attendance Policy:

Successful completion of a course is dependent upon regular attendance in the classroom. Critical information is delivered through lecture, critique and student interaction. Missing more than 20% of the course hours (or 2 weeks) is fundamentally prohibitive to student success.

It is strongly recommended that any student who – for ANY reason – misses more than 2 weeks worth of instructional hours meet with their instructor for an evaluation. The instructor reserves the right to determine the feasibility of the student potential for avoiding a failing grade and successfully demonstrating all of the gradable course competencies within the class time remaining. If the instructor determines that the student still retains the potential to demonstrate all of the gradable course competencies then the student will be granted the option of attempting a passing grade. If an evaluation meeting has not taken place before 30% or 3 weeks of absence, the student can receive a failing grade for the course.

Lecture/Lab classes (4 hours)
20% = 2 Weeks = 8 hours
30% = 3 Weeks = 12 hours

Culinary Lab classes (5 hours)
20% = 2 Weeks = 10 hours
30% = 3 Weeks = 15 hours


(10 hours)
20% = 2 Weeks = 20 hours
30% = 3 Weeks = 30 hours

Student Conduct Policy:

The Art Institute of California – Orange County expects its students and employees to conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times.  In addition, the Art Institute has a strict policy which disallows sexual harassment of either students or employees.  All students or employees are encouraged to report any professional or sexual misconduct to the Director of Student Services. Here are a few requests in line with the basic rules of common courtesy:

· Please do not walk in late - wait for a break (there is a break every hour)

· Please do not fall asleep in class.  

· Please do not chat with the person next to you during a lecture

· Please do not play video games on your lap-top computer

· Please do not listen to your iPod

· Please do not work on your art project from another class

· Please do not wear dark sunglasses in class.  

· Please do not put your feet up on the desk in front of you.  

· Please do not stand up and walk out of class in the middle of a lecture (unless it is an emergency).  

· Please do not eat your steamy, smelly breakfast burrito in class

· Please do conduct yourself in a dignified and respectful manner!

· Please rent the movie “To Sir With Love” for a re-cap

Teaching and learning are most likely to take place where the classroom environment is one characterized by mutual respect and freedom from unnecessary distractions. Below are some comments regarding the responsibilities of instructors and students in maintaining a healthy classroom environment.

I will adhere to these guidelines to the best of my ability and I expect you to do likewise.

Vital to the whole notion of a university is the free exchange of ideas. Such an exchange is more likely in an atmosphere free from ridicule, insults, or personal attacks. Instructors must deal with their students in a respectful fashion. Likewise, students must demonstrate respect in their communications with instructors and other students. Late arrivals and early departures decrease the learning time available, interrupt the flow of class, and are distracting to all. Both the instructor and the student need to be in the classroom and ready to begin class at the scheduled starting time. Except in the case of sudden illness or other emergency, early departures should be avoided. If because of extraordinary circumstances, a student knows that he or she has to leave early, that student should let the instructor know before class and sit in a location where he or she can depart with minimal interruption. The instructor should be careful to avoid keeping the students in class past the scheduled ending time. In turn, students should refrain from packing up their belongings and/or leaving prior to being dismissed by the instructor.

It is also distracting when students engage in private conversations, talk on a cell phone, listen to

headphones, read the newspaper, or text message during class discussions. Cell phones, palm pilots, and similar devices (iPods, etc.) must be adjusted so that they do not ring, beep, or vibrate during class (turn them OFF).  The exercise of common courtesy on the part of both the instructor and the students will enhance the success of this class. Please notify the instructor during the first week of any special accommodations you may need

Other Notes: Students are expected to have read the entire chapter prior to discussion in class. The syllabus is subject to change.

Academic Dishonesty:

Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty while pursuing their studies at The Art Institute. Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: plagiarism and cheating, misuse of academic resources or facilities, and misuse of computer software, data, equipment or networks.

Plagiarism is the use (copying) of another person’s ideas, words, visual images, or audio samples, presented in a manner that makes the work appear to be the student’s original creation. All work that is not the student’s original creation, or any idea or fact that is not “common knowledge,” must be documented properly to avoid even accidental infractions of the honor code.

Cheating is to gain an unfair advantage on a grade by deception, fraud, or breaking the rules set forth by the instructor of the class. Cheating may include but is not limited to: copying the work of others; using notes or other materials when unauthorized; communicating to others during an exam; and any other unfair advantage as determined by the instructor.

Student Success Center:

Faculty will be available during office hours to share knowledge, engage in dialogue and/or give advice and guidance to our student body in the Student Success Center located in Building C (Room C226).

Students may meet with faculty during their office hours by scheduling an appointment with the faculty member, or by consulting the SSC schedule posted outside of Room C226.

Commitment to Excellence – Reading/Writing/Comprehension:

While the principal goal of this course is the acquisition of knowledge in the subject area, students should be aware that The Art Institute of California – Orange County requires that research on a particular topic, and clear and effective writing be an integral part of the learning process.

Library Assignment: 

All students will need to utilize the Library for research and reference throughout the quarter. The Library is a valuable source for finding design ideas that will be needed for this course, i.e.: inspiration and design fundamentals for mid-term and final projects; locating popular trends in design, illustration and photography; referencing past award winning designs which may be used as a guide; identifying benchmarks or referencing competent design works. 

Library Web URL: http://stu.aii.edu/~gwd301/library.html
Student Art Work:

All student work, which has not already been returned during the quarter, will be available for pickup no later than 5:00 pm, Monday of the first week of break.  Any work NOT picked up by that date and time will be discarded unless other arrangements have been made.  Students must take responsibility for their art work.

Suggested Weekly Outline (lecture and Homework)


Lecture corresponds to the title of each week’s readings

Week 1: Lecture: Robbins: Intro & Capitalism and the Making of the Consumer

  Homework: Robbins, Intro and Chapter 1 Capitalism and the Making of the Consumer


                       Video Set (Youtube): http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/consumer.htm
Week 2: Lecture: Robbins: The Laborer in the Culture of Capitalism

  Homework: Robbins, Chapter 2 The Laborer in the Culture of Capitalism

  Video Set (Youtube):

http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/laborer.htm
EXAM #1 (7:30-8:45 AM)

Week 3: Lecture: Robbins: The Rise of the Merchant, Industrialist, and Capital Controller

  Homework: Robbins, Chapter 3, The Rise of the Merchant . . . 

Video Set (Youtube):

http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/capitalist.htm
Week 4: Lecture: Robbins: The Nation State in the Culture of Capitalism

  Homework: Robbins, Chapter 4, The Nation State . . . 

  Video Set (Youtube):

http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/Nation-State.htm
EXAM#2 (7:30-8:45 AM)

Week 5: Lecture: Robbins: Hunger, Poverty and Economic Development

  Homework: Chapter 6, Hunger, Poverty and Economic Development

  Video Set (Youtube):

http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/hunger_and_poverty.htm
Week 6: Holiday
Week 7: Lecture: Robbins: Peasant Protest, Rebellion and Resistance

  Homework: Robbins, Chapter 10 Peasant Protest, Rebellion and Resistance


  The Sixth Sun (internet):

http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/peasants.htm
Week 8: Lecture: Klare: Introduction & Energy Conflict in the Caspian Sea

  Homework: Handout

  EXAM#3 (7:30-8:45 AM)
Week 9: Lecture: Klare: Energy Conflict in Afghanistan and the Persian Gulf


  Homework: Handout


  Film: Blood and Oil (Youtube)
Week 10: Lecture: Robbins: The Construction of the Citizen Activist
                 Homework: Robbins: The Construction of the Citizen Activist

Film: The Yes Men (Youtube)
http://faculty.plattsburgh.edu/richard.robbins/legacy/youtube/activist.htm
EXAM#4 (730-8:45 AM)

Week 11 Final Exam (7:30-9:30 AM)
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