Study Guide

The Construction of the Citizen Activist
Robbins, Chapter 13

1. The limits of perpetual growth

2. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and Genuine Progress Indicator (GPI)

a. Economic yardstick

b. RFK on GNP: “Our gross national product, now, is over right hundred billion dollars a year, but that GNP - if we should judge America by that - counts air pollution and cigarette advertising, and ambulances to clear highways of carnage. It counts special locks on our doors and the jails for those who break them. It counts the destruction of our redwoods and the loss of our natural wonder in chaotic sprawl. It counts the napalm and the cost of a nuclear warhead, and the armored cars for police who fight riots in our streets. It counts
Whitman’s rifle and Speck’s knife, and the television programs which glorify violence in order to sell toys to our children.
Yet the GNP does not allow for the health of our children, the quality of their education, or the joy of their play. It does not include the beauty of our poetry or the strength of our marriages, the intelligence of our public debate or the integrity of our public officials. It measures neither our wit nor our courage, neither our wisdom nor our learning, neither our compassion nor our devotion to our country; it measures everything, in short, except that which makes life worthwhile. And it can tell us everything about America except why we are proud that we are Americans.” ~Robert F. Kennedy

c. Externalization of costs

d. GPI

3. Conversion of natural capital to money

4. Natural capital

a. Forests (e.g., Malaysia)

b. Aquifers

c. Pollution

5. Political capital

a. NAFTA

b. WTO

c. “money is speech”

d. Neo-colonialism

6. Social capital

a. Family

b. Community

c. Local production

7. Gap between rich and poor

a. Top 20%

b. Bottom 20%

c. Low income nations

d. Absolute poverty (how many?)

8. Alternatives

a. Kyoto protocols

b. Renewable Energy

i. Hydroelectric

ii. Solar

iii. Tidal

iv. Wind

v. Biomass

vi. Alternative fuels

vii. Alternative housing

viii. Alternative cars

c. Tax on non-renewable energy

d. Rethinking perpetual growth

9. Constructing the Citizen Activist

a. Moderns, Traditionals and Cultural Creatives

i. Moderns

ii. Tradtionals

iii. Cultural Creatives

b. Indices and goals for well being 

c. Human Development Index (p. 397)

d. Resistance through art, organization

e. “Religion poisons everything”?

10. Gandhi’s Vision
