
The Art Institute of California – Orange County

Course Syllabus

Course number: HU250
Course Title: Humanities
Section: B

Class Meetings:   TH 7:30-11:30
Session/Year:  Summer 2006
Instructor Name: Mr. Menzing
Email Address: tm302@fac.aii.edu
Website: tmenzing@saddleback.edu/faculty/tmenzing
Phone: 714-830-0200 ext. 3363
Instructor Availability Outside of Class: A110 M-W 11:30-12:30; F SSC 11:30-1:00
Student Success Center
Faculty will be available during office hours to share knowledge, engage in dialogue and/or give advice and guidance to our student body in the Student Success Center located in Building C, Room 226.

Students may meet with faculty during their office hours by scheduling an appointment with the faculty member, or by consulting the SSC schedule posted around campus, outside of C226 and the Academic Affairs Suite (A208). 

Humanities

Course Description: 

This course helps students to understand, appreciate, and critically evaluate different visual and performing art forms, the similarities and differences in the design elements used in the composition of the arts, and the interrelationships of different disciplines.  Students will build an awareness of historical and cultural developments that has affected society and artistic expression.

Course Length:  

11 Weeks

Contact Hours: 4 
Lecture:  4 hours per week

Anticipated Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:

· Explain the fundamental differences between the sciences and the humanities, and the differences between the arts and other humanities.

· Recognize different periods and movements in art.

· Explore the concept of value in terms of the relationships between the arts and social value.

· Examine the composition elements that are common to all art forms.

· Explore problems inherent in defining art.

· Critique works of art using the descriptive, interpretive, and evaluative methods.

· Recognize the distinction between detail and structural relationships.

Course Prerequisites: HU111 College English  
Required Text(s):  The Humanistic Tradition v.6, by Gloria Fiero ISBN: 0072884908;  
      Always Outnumbered, Always Outgunned, by Walter Mosley ISBN: 0671014994
Recommended Readings:  selected readings (handouts)
Materials and Supplies:  Paper, pen, dictionary
Method of Instruction: Lecture/Discussion
Estimated Homework Hours: 4
Lab: 0 hours   Non-Lab:

Technology Needed:  Access to a computer, word processing program, disks, and printer

Grading Scale: 
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Process for Evaluation: Four in-class exams (15% each).  Final Exam is comprehensive (20%).  Lowest of first three exams will be dropped THERE ARE NO MAKE-UP EXAMS.  Final Exam is mandatory.

Students are required to submit an essay on the Mosley novel always Outnumbered Always Outgunned..  The essay should be 4 pages in length, double spaced and typed.  The essay  is worth 10% of your overall score (up to one letter grade).  The essay or project is due on the date of the Final Exam (late papers will not be accepted)
Finally, attendance will count for 10% of students overall grade.  Not counting the week of the final, there are ten class meetings.  Each class meeting will be assessed at 1% of your overall score (for a total of 10%).  If you are late or leave early, your score for that particular class meeting will be adjusted accordingly. 

4 Exams (15% ea.)  ………. 60% 

1 Essay ……….................... 10%

Attendance ………………...10%
Final Exam ……………….. 20%
                                              100%

Homework and late assignments: Keep up with the reading schedule
Extra Credit Assignments: Students will have the opportunity to visit the “Museum of Tolerance” at some point during the semester.  If you choose to attend the museum you should take your student “ID” card (for a reduced price ticket).  The museum is closed Saturdays.  In order to receive extra credit students must attach their ticket receipt to the biography of a child that was a victim of the Holocaust (you will learn the fate of the child when you exit the museum).  Students should
bring this single page biography (with the receipt stapled to it) to the Final Exam.  The Final Exam score will be adjusted upward by one letter grade (10%).
Museum of Tolerance
Simon Wiesenthal Plaza
9786 West Pico Blvd
Los Angeles, CA 90035
General Information: 310-553-8403
Classroom Rules:  Students are expected to participate in the process of their own education.  At the very least, students should be respectful and attentive.  Most students, of course, honor this basic code of civility.  But for the 1% who do not seem to “get it,” this professor does not allow students to sleep, chat or otherwise carry on disrespectfully in class.  If, for example, a student puts his/her head down on the desk, that student, after being asked to WAKE UP, will have their attendance score docked for that particular session.  Teaching involves dialogue and it is essential that students engage in that dialogical process.  Finally, and it’s been said before by some pretty smart folks, treat others the way you would like to be treated --- be courteous and respectful of others and the learning environment.
Lesson Plan: Weekly study guide to be passed out by the instructor
Student Art Work:

All student work, which has not already been returned during the quarter, will be available for pickup no later than 5:00 pm, Monday of the first week of break.  Any work NOT picked up by that date and time will be discarded unless other arrangements have been made.  Students must take responsibility for their art work.

Students with Disabilities:
The Art Institute of California – Orange County is committed to providing qualified students with a disability an equal opportunity to access the benefits, rights and privileges of school services, programs and activities.  The Art Institute of California – Orange County provides reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities. 

Accommodation requests should be submitted as far in advance as possible.  It is the responsibility of the student to contact the Student Services Department to initiate this process (714-830-0239).  The Student Services Department will assist qualified students with disabilities in acquiring reasonable and appropriate accommodations.

Attendance Policy:


The student who accumulates eight (8) hours of absenteeism in a class during an academic quarter may be placed on Academic Probation.  A student who accumulates twelve (12) hours of absenteeism in a course will receive an F grade for that course.

Student Conduct Policy:

The Art Institute of California – Orange County expects its students and employees to conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times.  In addition, the Art Institute has a strict policy which disallows sexual harassment of either students or employees.  All students or employees are encouraged to report any professional or sexual misconduct to the Director of Student Services.

LRC Assignment: 

All students will need to utilize the Learning Resource Center for research and reference throughout the quarter. The LRC is a valuable source for finding design ideas that will be needed for this course, i.e.: inspiration and design fundamentals for mid-term and final projects; locating popular trends in design, illustration and photography; referencing past award winning designs which may be used as a guide; identifying benchmarks or referencing competent design works.  LRCWeb URL:  fac.aii.edu/~af301 
Commitment to Excellence: Reading/Writing/Comprehension:

While the principal goal of this course is the acquisition of knowledge in the subject area, students should be aware that The Art Institute of California--Orange County requires that research on a particular topic, and clear and effective writing be an integral part of the learning process.
Academic Dishonesty
Students are expected too maintain the highest standards of academic honesty while pursuing their studies at The Art Institute.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to: plagiarism and cheating, misuse of academic resources or facilities, and misuse of computer software, data, equipment or networks.
Plagiarism is the use (copying) of another person’s ideas, words, visual images, or audio samples, presented in a manner that makes the work appear to be the student’s original creation.  All work that is not the student’s original creation, or any idea or fact that is not “common knowledge,” must be documented properly to avoid even accidental infractions of the honor code.

Cheating is to gain an unfair advantage on a grade by deception, fraud, or breaking the rules set forth by the instructor of the class.  Cheating may include but is not limited to: copying the work of others; using notes or other materials when unauthorized; communicating to others during an exam; and any other unfair advantage as determined by the instructor.
Students who cheat and or plagiarize will be failed out of the course.
Suggested Weekly Outline:

Week 1:  War, Totalitarianism and the Arts I

                Read: Fiero, chapter 34
Week 2:  War, Totalitarianism and the Arts II

                Read: Fiero, chapter 34

Week 3:  The Quest for Meaning I

                Read: Fiero, chapter 35

EXAM #1

Week 4:  The Quest for Meaning II

                Read: Fiero, chapter 35
Week 5:   The Quest for Meaning III

                Read: Fiero, chapter 35

EXAM #2

Week 6:  Identity and Liberation I

                Read: Fiero, chapter 36
Week 7:  Identity and Liberation II

                Read: Fiero, chapter 36
Week 8:  Identity and Liberation III

                  Read: Fiero, chapter 36

EXAM #3

Week 9:  The Message and Meaning I
                  Read: Fiero 37
Week 10:  The Message and Meaning II

                  Read: Fiero 37
EXAM #4

Week 11:  FINAL EXAM.  
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