
Stage:  Completing the Search / Starting Writing 
 

Task Thoughts Feelings Actions Strategies 
 
To conclude your 

search for 
information and 
begin your 
writing 

 
Identifying whether 

you need any 
additional 
evidence to make 
your point 

 
Considering how 

soon your work 
is due 

 
Finding less brand 

new information 
and more 
redundant 
information 
when you search 
because you’ve 
already 
exhausted the 
available 
resources and 
have a view of all 
sides 

 

 
Sense of relief 
 
Satisfaction 

or  

Disappointment 

 
Rechecking the 

sources of 
information you 
initially 
overlooked or 
chose not to 
check 

 
Confirming that you 

quoted or 
paraphrased the 
information 
correctly 

 
Confirming that you 

have all the 
information you 
need to complete 
your 
bibliographic 
citations 

 
Returning to the 

library’s resources 
to make a last 
search for 
anything you 
missed before 

 
Keeping books and 

print-outs until 
you finish writing 
so you can recheck 
any information 
that’s not clear in 
your notes 

Adapted from Carol Kuhlthau’s “Initial Model of the Information Search Process” in Seeking Meaning, 2004.  p. 50 


