Anthropology Student Learning Outcomes
2011-2012
Anth 1:  Biological Anthropology
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Discuss evolutionary theory, both before and after Charles Darwin, and how it relates to human origins and behavior.
2. Explain the differences between science and faith. 
3. Describe the four forces, or biological mechanisms, of evolutionary change including mutation, gene flow, genetic drift, and natural selection.
4. Explain the origin and evolution of primates.
5. Distinguish between the different primate taxonomic groupings.
6. Compare and contrast the behavioral patterns found in the different primate taxonomic groups. 
7. Use key fossils to demonstrate human evolution, particularly as it relates to anatomical changes associated with bipedalism, changes in the size and structure of the brain, and the development of culture.
8. Discuss theories of human origins using current fossil and genetic evidence.
9. Describe some of the adaptive reasons for human physical variation.
10. Articulate an anthropological perspective on biological ancestry and race. 
Anth 1L:  Biological Anthropology Lab
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the scientific method.
2. Employ principles of Mendelian genetics to determine genotype and phenotype probabilities.
3. Calculate gene, genotype, and phenotype frequencies using the Hardy-Weinberg Equilibrium formula.
4. Demonstrate an understanding of cell structure and functions.
5. Use common lab and anthropometric equipment such as a compound microscope and calipers.
6. Discuss primate evolution and the different adaptive radiations.
7. Compare and contrast members of the Primate order in terms of structure, behavior, and phylogeny.
8. Classify hominid species based upon selected traits such as anatomical changes associated with bipedalism, changes in the size and structure of the brain, and the development of culture.
9. Locate and describe the major bones of the human skeleton.
10. Identify characteristics of human skeletons or skulls such as gender, age, and ancestry.
11. Discuss current research in genome analysis of various hominid populations.

Anth 2:  Cultural Anthropology
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of human cultural diversity.
2. Discuss the benefits and limitations of the various methodologies used by cultural anthropologists, especially fieldwork and participant-observation.
3. Explain the importance of cultural relativism in the analysis of global diversity, and discuss how this perspective differs from ethnocentrism.
4. Define the concept of culture, and differentiate between cultural and individual perspectives of the world.
5. Demonstrate an understanding of holism, and the interrelationship between different aspects of a culture.
6. Identify and outline the anthropological framework of kinship, political, social, economic, and religious systems in a global context.
7. Critically analyze the process of globalization and its effects upon cultures around the world.
8. Articulate an anthropological perspective on current issues and concerns in the field of cultural anthropology.
Anth 3:  Culture and Language
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Describe the purview of linguistic anthropology, and outline the methodologies used in the field. 
2. Define human language and discuss how it differs from other animal communications systems.
3. Discuss the interconnections between language acquisition and enculturation.
4. Explain the structure of language including phonology, morphology, and syntax.
5. Discuss cross-cultural variations in linguistic structure.
6. Identify the ways in which languages change through time and space.
7. Articulate an anthropological perspective on current issues and concerns in the field of linguistic anthropology, such as bilingualism, African American Vernacular English (AAVE), and language loss.
8. Apply concepts learned in class to transcribe a speech event.
9. Analyze a speech event from an anthropological perspective.
Anth 4:  Native American Indian Cultures
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Identify and critically evaluate from an anthropological perspective the historical representations, in both academia and the media, of Native Americans.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of the archaeological record of Native American cultures.
3. Describe the major cultural areas of Native North America.
4. Describe the linguistic diversity and complexity of Native North America.
5. Articulate an anthropological understanding on current issues and concerns of Native American cultures.

Anth 8:  World Prehistory
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Outline the major episodes that define human prehistory in terms of location, relative dates, and contributing circumstances.
2. Explain the relationship between the environment and cultural adaptations in prehistory.
3. Outline the different theories related to the origins of sedentism, agriculture, and state systems.
4. Critically analyze and evaluate interpretations of archaeological data and current debates within archaeology.

Anth 9:  Introduction to Archaeology
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Describe the scientific method and its use in archaeological investigation, and how this differs from popular misunderstandings of the discipline.
2. Discuss the history of archaeology with respect to paradigm shifts and the development of theoretical understandings.
3. Define and discuss the key terms, theories, and concepts used in archaeology.
4. Identify a basic outline of major archaeological cultures and the related evidence.
5. Demonstrate the process of archaeological excavation and artifact retrieval through actual fieldwork experience.
6. Identify and analyze the ways that archaeologists reconstruct human culture from archaeological evidence.
7. Identify the methods used by archaeologists in the reconstruction of human culture from archaeological evidence.
8. Describe the principles of archaeological ethics and stewardship.
9. Demonstrate the value and importance of archaeology in our world today.
Anth 21:  Women, Gender, and Culture:  Cross-Cultural Perspectives
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Differentiate between the concepts of sex and gender.
2. Critique the andocentric bias of past anthropological research and ethnographic studies.
3. Demonstrate an understanding of how categories of gender and sexuality are culturally constructed, and therefore vary throughout the world.
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the role of colonialism and imperialism in the creation of gender categories.
5. Analyze the situation of women in a particular culture using the theories discussed in class.
6. Use the analytical and critical skills learned in class to interrogate and deconstruct assumptions about sex and gender cross-culturally.
7. Articulate an anthropological perspective on contemporary issues such as veiling, domestic violence, female genital modification, and sexual identity.

Anth 100:  Forensic Anthropology
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Identify the bones of the human skeleton.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of the differences between human versus non-human remains.
3. Outline the procedures for the search and recovery of human skeletal remains.
4. Identify the various techniques used in determining sex, age, and ancestry of human skeletal remains.
5. Identify the techniques used in determining trauma and pathological conditions of human skeletal remains.
6. Describe the impact of taphonomic agents on human skeletal remains.
7. Explain how time since death is estimated.
8. Outline the role of the forensic anthropologist and learn how to work in a cooperative manner with law enforcement officials.
9. Conduct themselves ethically and with respect for human rights.
10. Summarize and provide examples of the application of forensic anthropology to historical and human rights cases.
11. Articulate an anthropological understanding of current issues and concerns in the field of forensic anthropology.

