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SADDLEBACK Program Summary
COLLEGE

LICENSED VOCATIONAL NURSE (LVN) TO REGISTERED NURSE (RN) 30-UNIT OPTION -
Saddleback - Certificate of Achievement

Description

Description
BRN Rules and Regulations

Section 1429 - Preparation Required for Licensed Vocational Nurses

a. An applicant who is licensed in California as a vocational nurse is eligible to apply for licensure as a
registered nurse if such applicant has successfully completed the courses prescribed below and meets
all the other requirements set forth in Section 2736 of the code. Such applicant shall submit evidence to
the board, including a transcript, of successful completion of the requirements set forth in subsection
(c) and of successful completion or challenge of courses in physiology and microbiology comparable to
such courses required for licensure as a registered nurse.

b. The school shall offer objective counseling of this option and evaluate each licensed vocational nurse
applicant for admission to its registered nursing program on an individual basis. A school's
determination of the prerequisite courses required of a licensed vocational nurse applicant shall be
based on an analysis of each applicant’s academic deficiencies, irrespective of the time such courses
were taken.

¢. The additional education required of licensed vocational nurse applicants shall not exceed a maximum
of thirty (30) semester or forty-five (45) quarter units. Courses required for vocational nurse licensure do
not count toward fulfillment of the additional education requirement. However, other courses
comparable to those required for licensure as a registered nurse, as specified in Section 1426, may be
counted toward fulfillment of the additional education requirement. Nursing courses shall be taken in
an accredited school and shall be beyond courses equivalent to the first year of professional nursing
courses. The nursing content shall include nursing intervention in acute, preventive, remedial,
supportive, rehabilitative, and teaching aspects of nursing. Theory and courses with concurrent clinical
practice shall include advanced medical- surgical, mental health, psychiatric nursing, and geriatric
nursing. The nursing content shall include the basic standards for competent performance prescribed in
Section 1443.5 of these regulations. This option is available to all LVNs entering the Saddleback College
Nursing program. Persons electing this 30-unit option will be eligible to write the State board exam but
will not be graduates of the Saddleback College Nursing program.

Admission of LVNs to the Nursing program is on a space-available basis. To be placed on the wait list
requires:

1. Proof of satisfactory completion of an accredited VN program or a current California VN license.
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2.

N o vk w

Completion of BIO 12* BIO 15* and N 162* with grades of "C" or better and with a GPA of 2.5 or
greater.
Attendance at "LVN to RN" guidance session.

Completion of N 162* with a grade of "C or better within a maximum of 3 semesters of program entry.

Applicant must commit, in writing, to the 30-unit status prior to or during application.

Application submitted with the Director/Assistant Director of Nursing.

Completion of standardized Assessment Technology Institute (ATI) tests at or above designated cut
scores.

Proof of completion of a minimum of one (1) year of direct patient care as an LVN.

Consideration will be given to each applicant's prior education in determining placement into the program.

All classes are challengeable.

Program Learning Outcomes

Demonstrate sufficient preparation to pass the NCLEX upon first attempt.

Promote and maintain a safe environment by integrating current evidence-based practice, the nursing
process, and skill competency to deliver quality health care.

Demonstrate the knowledge, skills, and attitudes required of the professional nurse as defined by the

California Nurse Practice Act and standards of nursing practice.

Program Requirements

Required Core: Units: 30.00
BIO 12 * HUMAN PHYSIOLOGY 4.00
BIO 15 * GENERAL MICROBIOLOGY 5.00
N 162 * SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION TO PROFESSIONAL NURSING 1.00
N 162L * SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION TO PROFESSIONAL NURSING LAB 0.50
N 165 LIFECYCLE 1, FUNDAMENTALS OF AGING 1.50
N171* MENTAL HEALTH NURSING 2.00
N171L* # MENTAL HEALTH NURSING LAB 1.00
N 173 * # NURSING CARE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 1.50
N 173L* # NURSING CARE OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES LAB 2.00
N 174 * # WOMEN'S HEALTH NURSING 1.50
N174L* # WOMEN'S HEALTH NURSING LAB 2.00
N 176 * # ¥ ADVANCED NURSING 3.00
N 176L* # ¥ ADVANCED NURSING LAB 5.00

Total: 30.00

*  Course has a prerequisite, co requisite, limitation, or recommended preparation; see course description.

# Clinical course

¥ Fulfills the Management & Leadership and Advanced Medical-Surgical requirement
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